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Baruch students have the will – you can 
help them find a way.

Baruch’s diverse, driven, and determined community of learners make 
it an institution unlike any other. For our students, many who identify 
as first-generation Americans or first-generation college students, a 
Baruch education is more than a degree: it acts as a catalyst for the 
social, cultural, and economic mobility for them, their families, and the 
communities they will go on to serve.

With your support, we can ensure the success of generations of  
Baruch students. 

Join our efforts to raise at least $100,000 to establish an endowment 
in support of student scholarships, creating access and opportunity 
for years to come. Thanks to a generous match, if we raise at least 
$100,000, every dollar will be matched by 25%.  So $100,000 means 
$125,000 in support of Baruch students.

Scholarship support provides the financial flexibility for more students 
to focus on their studies, choose a degree program that inspires them, or 
even consider a college education at all. 

Please consider a gift tonight that will help us change even more lives.
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H O N O R I N G

ERIC M. KIRSCH ’84
Global Chief Investment Officer 
President, Aflac Asset Management 
(Emeritus)

Recipient of the Distinguished  
Alumnus Award

DAN STEFANICA
Professor and Co-Director  
of the Baruch Master in Financial 
Engineering Program

Baruch College

Recipient of the Distinguished  
Faculty Award
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Dear Baruch Alumni and Friends, 

Welcome to the Annual Bernard Baruch Dinner! It is wonderful to 
get together to celebrate our incredible students, faculty, and wider 
community – as well as the enduring support of the Baruch College 
Fund (BCF). 

This year’s gala is particularly notable, as it marks the anniversary of our 
return to in-person events. I will always appreciate that last year’s dinner, held 
in this historic place, was one of my first “in-person” events as President of Baruch 
College, which also happened to be the biggest. I joined this legendary institution in July 2020, during 
the time when learning, work, and socializing were remote. It is heartening to see that the BCF, as a 
champion of Baruch’s academic excellence and student achievements, was keen to galvanize our annual 
tradition of an in-person celebration. There is just no replacement for that electrifying energy you feel 
in the room when we are together. 

In the spirit of celebrating excellence and achievements, I am thrilled to announce our two luminary 
honorees this year: Eric M. Kirsch (BBA ’84), recently retired President, Aflac Global Investments, and 
Aflac EVP and Global Chief Investment Officer; and Dan Stefanica, Professor in the Department of 
Mathematics, George and Mildred Weissman School of Arts and Sciences, and Co-Director of Baruch’s 
Master in Financial Engineering Program (MFE). 

As a BCF Trustee for the past nine years, Eric Kirsch is most deserving of the Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. His outstanding career in finance includes leadership roles at such prestigious global brands 
as Deutsche Asset Management, Goldman Sachs Asset Management, and since 2011, a series of 
executive leadership roles at Aflac Incorporated. We are fortunate that Eric has brough his considerable 
expertise in finance to the BCF’s Investment Committee, which he has co-chaired since 2017. He also 
serves as a Trustee of the Jersey Shore University Medical Center Foundation – and as a role model to 
our students. 

Professor Dan Stefanica, who co-founded Baruch’s internationally renowned MFE program in 2002, 
has justly earned the Distinguished Faculty Award. In the rarified world of financial engineering, Dan is 
known by his students as someone who “cares about your career more than your mom does.” Not only 
is the MFE program consistently ranked number one in the U.S., students in the MFE program have 
had unprecedented success in global competitions – placing first in the Rotman International Trading 
Competition in 2012, 2016, 2017, 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023, among others. Our MFE graduates 
are also equally renowned among employers, with 100 percent of students receiving internships and 
jobs at top firms last year. 

Together with all of you, it is my pleasure to recognize these amazing members of the Baruch College 
community – and to celebrate and be thankful for this very special gathering. 

Sincerely,

S. David Wu
President, Baruch College 
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Dear Baruch Alumni, Friends, and Students,

What a delight it is to welcome you all to this year’s Bernard Baruch Dinner. Tonight, we come 
together in celebration of an inspiring community – the remarkable Baruchians who have contributed 
their time and talents to make our beloved institution what it is today. 

Year after year, our annual Baruch Dinner has helped raise more than $1 million for the Baruch College 
Fund (BCF), providing unrestricted funds to advance our mission and enhance the most crucial aspects 
of life and learning for our students. From supporting their academic endeavors through lifechanging 
scholarships; to attracting and retaining the mentors, experts, and leaders who will guide their 
progress; to building and strengthening an inclusive community where all students are free to learn 
and grow personally and professionally, your enduring support of the BCF makes it all possible.  

We are proud to honor two of those standout individuals tonight: Distinguished Alumnus Award 
recipient Eric M. Kirsch (BBA ’84) and Distinguished Faculty Award recipient Dan Stefanica. Eric and 
Dan have both made incredible contributions to the Baruch community; Eric as a longtime trustee 
and chair of the BCF Investment Committee, and Dan, who is responsible for the inception of our 
renowned Master in Financial Engineering Program. 

As accomplished members of our alumni and faculty communities, Eric and Dan stand as shining 
examples for their colleagues, peers, and the Baruch students who aspire to follow in their footsteps. 
While we proudly recognize and applaud their incredible contributions to their professions, tonight,  
we celebrate them as dedicated, inspiring, standout members of our community, a reflection of the 
true spirit of Baruch. 

Last year’s record-breaking event felt very symbolic of our collective impact; it reminded us of what 
is possible when we come together. For many of us, those feelings of gratitude, pride, and joy were 
only compounded by our much-anticipated return to in-person events. In that same spirit, I feel 
truly fortunate to mark this incredible occasion with you again, face-to-face, as we look to the future 
alongside our greatest champions, friends, and donors. 

On behalf of the Baruch College Fund, I thank you for being here with us tonight. 

Helen Mills
President, Baruch College Fund 
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Eric Kirsch is the recently retired Chief Investment Officer and 
Executive Vice President at Aflac Inc. and the President of 
Aflac Asset Management, the asset management subsidiary of 
Aflac Incorporated. In his role since 2011, he was responsible 
for building and overseeing the company’s investment 
strategy for Aflac’s investment portfolio representing over 

$100 billion of assets with investment teams in New York  
and Tokyo.

His prior experience includes serving as managing director and 
global head of insurance asset management at Goldman Sachs Asset 

Management from 2007 through 2011. During his tenure, he built out this specialty business globally, 
raising over $50 billion of assets and propelling GSAM as a world-class insurance asset manager.

Prior to that, he spent 27 combined years at Deutsche Asset Management (DeAM) and Bankers Trust 
Company in various leadership roles, including managing director and global head of insurance asset 
management, head of North America Fixed Income, and head of Stable Value Fixed Income. 

Eric is a trustee of the Baruch College Fund and Chairs the Investment Committee. He is also a 
Trustee of the Jersey Shore University Medical Center Foundation and serves on the Investment 
Committee of the Hackensack-Meridian Hospital. Eric also serves on the board of Kuvare Holdings,  
a private equity-owned Life and Annuity Company.

Eric joined the Baruch College Fund in 2014 to support hard-working and dedicated students.  
Having come from a modest background, Eric is inspired to share his experiences with students whom 
he believes have an incredible work ethic and desire a great education which are the ingredients to 
create their own bright futures. Eric also contributes as a mentor with the EOC Mentoring Program  
at Baruch College.

Eric received a Bachelor of Business Administration from Baruch College in 1984 and a Master of 
Business Administration from Pace University in 1988. He earned his CFA designation in 1990.

Eric M. Kirsch ’84
Global Chief Investment Officer, President 
Aflac Asset Management (Emeritus)

Distinguished Alumnus Award

H O N O R E E
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Dan Stefanica, PhD serves as co-director of Baruch’s Master in 
Financial Engineering (MFE) program, which he co-founded 
in 2002. He is an applied mathematician who specializes in 
numerical methods for finance and teaches graduate courses 
on numerical methods for financial engineering, as well as 
pre-program courses on advanced calculus and linear algebra 

with financial applications. In addition to his appointments 
at Baruch, Dr. Stefanica previously served as an applied 

mathematics instructor at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
from 2000-2002. 

Dr. Stefanica received his PhD in mathematics from New York University Courant Institute of 
Mathematical Sciences in 1999, joining Baruch’s faculty that same year as an assistant professor in the 
Department of Mathematics. His expertise has provided great value to the Baruch community, most 
notably, through the creation of its renowned MFE program. 

The Baruch MFE Program is a STEM-designated program that produces competitive, successful, and 
highly skilled practitioners by promoting the study of mathematical and algorithmic models in finance. 
Today, the program is lauded for its employment prospects, with 100 percent of students receiving 
internships and jobs at top firms year after year. Currently, it is ranked number one in United States in 
the Quantnet 2023 Ranking of Best Financial Engineering Programs and number two worldwide in 
the Risk.net 2022 Quant Finance Master’s Programs Ranking. 

Dr. Stefanica takes great pride in his continued work with Baruch MFE alumni throughout their 
careers. The Baruch MFE community is the bedrock for the success of each student cohort, including 
an unprecedented six wins in the past eight years – seven wins overall – in the Rotman International 
Trading Competition, the world championship of intercollegiate trading. 
 
Dr. Stefanica is the author of several books including the best-selling A Primer for the Mathematics of 
Financial Engineering and A Linear Algebra Primer for Financial Engineering, and he co-authored 150 Most 
Frequently Asked Questions on Quant Interviews, the QuantNet best-selling Quant Book of 2017.

Dan Stefanica
Co-Director, Baruch Master in Financial Engineering Program 
Associate Professor, Department of Mathematics

Distinguished Faculty Award

H O N O R E E



Brian Resnick is Director and Senior Investment Strategist for the 

Alternatives team, focusing in private credit and specialty finance 

strategies. Prior to joining AB, he was a vice president and account manager 

at PIMCO, where he worked closely with financial intermediaries serving 

the private wealth marketplace. Previously, Resnick was a director of 

institutional services at Lord Abbett, working with institutional investment 

consultants, foundations and sub advised funds-of-funds. He has been an 

investment professional since 2004. Resnick holds a BS in economics from 

Carnegie Mellon University and an MS in financial engineering from Baruch 

College and is a CFA charterholder. Location: New York

Brian is also a talented magician, who performs pro bono for 

causes he believes in, and has agreed to perform something 

fun for us tonight.

Brian Resnick, CFA
Director and Senior Investment 
Strategist- Alternatives

S P EC I A L 
G U E S T

6
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TONIGHT’S PROGRAM

GREETINGS AND INTRODUCTIONS
S. David Wu, PhD

President, Baruch College
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

REMARKS 
Helen J. Mills

President, Baruch College Fund

A SPECIAL PERFORMANCE AND REMARKS
Brian Resnick MS ’09

Senior Investment Strategist, Alliance Bernstein

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Izabela Cimachowska ’23

Alpha Phi Omega Memorial, Ruth Rubin Wiesen Academic Promise  
& Joseph Nacmias ’69 Scholar

Osvaldo Garcia ’23
Martin Begun Scholar

Manav Tilwani ’23 
Matthew Goldstein Leadership Scholar

DINNER

VIDEO AND PRESENTATION OF THE  
DISTINGUISHED FACULTY AWARD

To Dan Stefanica  
Professor and Co-Director of the Baruch Master  

in Financial Engineering Program

By Warren Gordon
Chair, Department of Mathematics and Co-Director  

Baruch Master in Financial Engineering Program

VIDEO AND PRESENTATION OF THE  
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

To Eric M. Kirsch ’84 
Global Chief Investment Officer, President  

Aflac Asset Management (Emeritus) 
 Trustee, Baruch College Fund

By Dov Gertzulin ’01 
Managing Principal, DG Capital Management LLC  

Trustee, Baruch College Fund

CLOSING REMARKS
By Brian Resnick

DESSERT RECEPTION AND MINGLING
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Thanks to the support of BCF scholarships donors, students like  
Sam, William, Guadalupe, and Molonie have the confidence,  
and the means, to follow the paths that inspire them. 

Samantha Rhew ’24
As a first-generation immigrant from 

South Korea, for Samantha Rhew ’24, 

pursuing an international marketing 

major is an opportunity to integrate 

her culture with her corporate life. 

Finding opportunities to utilize her 

multi-cultural background has always 

been important to Sam, and at Baruch, 

she has served in leadership positions 

for Conversation Partners Program – 

matching native and nonnative speakers of 

English for informal conversations – and has 

plans to study abroad in Asia. The ability to pursue her 

passions, and maintain strong ties to her culture, is all thanks to the support 

of her scholarship. “My scholarship made it possible to put less on my plate 

when it comes to working and allowed me to pause my part-time job to focus 

completely on school and my internship,” she says. “Without this, I wouldn’t 

have been able to feel financially secure. Now, I am looking to expand my 

career experience and find another internship focused on marketing, which 

would have been impossible without my scholarship.”

EMPOWERING  
TOMORROW’S  
LEADERS



9

William Villacis ’25 
Prioritizing his education, and following his passion for 
finance, has already opened doors for William Villacis ‘25. As 
a financial mathematics major, William is a member of the 
Financial Quants and Engineering Club and the Financial 
Leadership Program at Baruch, two programs which allow 
him to meet, and work alongside, students who share the 

same career goals as him. At Baruch, William continues to 
take advantage of every opportunity afforded to him, including 

participating in essential programming sessions and networking 
events which will better prepare him for professional success. 

This summer, he will join the 2023 Summer Sophomore Global Markets 
Internship at Bank of America, putting the behavioral and technical skills he has 
already acquired at Baruch to use. “As a scholarship recipient, I want to convey 
that my achievements over the last year can be attributed to the excess time I 
had to focus on, and work towards, my goals,” he says. “Donations like these 
have funded my education and allowed me to have such time.” 

Guadalupe Sanchez MSEd ’23 
Guadalupe Sanchez has already achieved so much.  
In addition to being a first-generation high school graduate, 
she has since gone on to become the first in her family to 
obtain a college degree. Now, as a second-year graduate 
student in Baruch’s Master of Science in Education in 
Higher Education Administration, Guadalupe is pursuing 

her master’s degree as she works full-time as a nonprofit 
college director, all in the hopes of achieving her ultimate goal: 

to support underrepresented student on an increasingly larger 
scale. “A nonprofit mid-level salary is insufficient to pay my way 

through this program, so my scholarship has been immensely important 
to this endeavor. I am incredibly grateful and privileged to be well-poised to 
pursue this passion, unencumbered by debt, without the pressure of pursuing 
employment solely to repay loans.” 

Molonie Rishilakram ’24 
Molonie Rishilakram ’24 began her college experience amid 
COVID-19, when learning, collaborating, and communicating 
virtually were the norm. Now, with classes back in session 
she is enjoying all the opportunities that in-person learning 
has afforded—from internships and campus activities 
to networking opportunities and even mentoring fellow 

students. For Molonie, being fully immersed in life at Baruch 
is a direct result of the scholarship support that has alleviated 

much of the financial burden of attending college. “As a first-
generation college student, financing my education has been a 

challenge. With the support of scholarship donors, I am able to focus more 
on my studies without working many hours to support my education.” 
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THE BARUCH COLLEGE 
FUND OFFICERS
Helen J. Mills 
President

Max W. Berger ’68, LLD (Hon.) ’19 
Chairman

Daniel Clivner ’85 
Vice President

Vincent J. Masi ’80 
Treasurer

Joanne M. Hvala MBA ’88 
Secretary

TRUSTEES
Directors
Marline N. Alexander ’90
Robert J. Aquilina
Helene R. Banks ’85
Jay S. Berman ’59
Marc L. Berman ’67
Debra Bernstein
Kevin J. Boyle MBA ’90
Alejandro Cañete MS ’19
Karina Chiqui ’22
Donald V. Davis
Charles R. Dreifus ’66, MBA ’73
Mayer Estinville ’21
Lisa Field
Robyn L. Field
Quamid Francis ’17
Professor Lewis Friedman
Jennifer Gallino ’19
Yu Gan MS ’15
Buzzy Geduld
Dov Gertzulin ’01
William F. Harnisch ’68, DCS  
     (Hon.) ’11
Dennis J. Hickey ’70
Susan Hirsch
Peter S. Jonas ’60
Eric M. Kirsch ’84
Paul M. Koren ’55, MBA ’66
David Krell MBA ’71,  
     LHD (Hon.) ’15
Joshua Laterman
Joseph M. Leone ’75
Christine S. Li-Auyeung ’00, ’02,  
     MS ’09
Luz D. Liebeskind ’85, EMS ’08

Steven Lipiner MBA ’87
Salome Makharadze ’05
Mark Martinelli
Austin W. Marxe ’65, LHD  
     (Hon.) ’18
Vincent J. Masi ’80
Richard C. Paul ’97
M. Freddie Reiss ’67, MBA ’00
Raphael L. Rivas ’05*
Dov C. Schlein ’70, MBA ’75
Carl C. Schmidt MS ’10
Robert H. Schnell ’61
Joshua A. Shuster
Lin Shen MS ’13
Stuart A. Shikiar ’68
Leon V. Shivamber ’84
Po Y. Sit ’85
Darren J. Smith ’08
Howard I. Smith ’65
Stephanie Smith ’96
Vikram A. Varma ’11
Sandra K. Wasserman ’55
S. David Wu, PhD
Eric B. Zicklin

Advisory
Keith J. Anzel ’76
Barbara N. Kent ’59
Joseph S. Pignatelli, Jr. EMS ’99
Michael I. Roth ’67
Martin D. Shafiroff ’63
Stuart Subotnick ’62, 
      LLD (Hon.) ’97

 

PRESIDENT’S CABINET
 President S. David Wu
	 Provost	&	Senior	Vice	President	for	Academic	Affairs	 Linda Essig
	 Vice	President	for	Administration	and	Finance	 Katharine T. Cobb
 Assistant Vice President, Legal Counsel and Labor Designee Olga Dais
 Interim Dean, Zicklin School of Business Paquita Y. Davis-Friday
	 Executive	Chief	Diversity	Officer	 Elliott Dawes
	 Vice	President	for	Information	Services	and	Dean	of	the	Library Arthur Downing

 Vice President for Enrollment Management and  
	 Strategic	Academic	Initiatives Mary Gorman
	 Vice	President	for	Student	Affairs	and	Dean	of	Students	 Art King
 Dean, Weissman School of Arts and Sciences Jessica Lang

 Chief	of	Staff	 Kenya N. Lee
	 Chair,	Faculty	Senate	 Terry Martell 
	 Marxe	Dean,	Marxe	School	of	Public	and	International	Affairs		 Sherry Ryan
 Vice President for College Advancement David Shanton
	 Vice	President	for	Communications,	
	 Marketing	and	Public	Affairs Wendy Steinberg

Emeriti
Joel J. Cohen ’59
Irwin Engelman ’55, LLD (Hon.) ’00
Robert A. Friedman MBA ’67
Morton E. Kaner ’50
Bert N. Mitchell ’63,  
     MBA ’68, LLD (Hon.) ’88
Bernard L. Schwartz ’48
Lawrence Zicklin ’57,  
     LHD (Hon.) ’99
*Ex-officio



DINNER COMMITTEE 
Aflac Global Investments

Aflac Incorporated
Altamont Capital Partners 

ARB Trading Group 
AXQ Capital LP

Dale & Max W. (’68, LLD [Hon] ’19) Berger
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP

Debra Bernstein
BlackRock

Alejandro Cañete MS ’19
Chicago Trading Company

Citi
Daniel Clivner ’85
Joel J. Cohen ’59 
Donald V. Davis

Deloitte & Touche LLP
DG Capital/Dov Gertzulin ’01  

Field Family Foundation
Yu Gan MS ’15

Ross Garon
Buzzy Geduld

Goldman Sachs
William F. Harnisch ’68, DCS (Hon.) ’11

Dennis J. Hickey ’70
Susan Hirsch

Peter S. Jonas ’60
KKR

KPMG LLP
Kuvare 

Helen J. Mills & Gary Tannenbaum (’70)
Neuberger Berman

Point72 Asset Management
John Raggio ’68 & Dr. Donna Kesselman Raggio

Ramsey Quantitative Systems, Inc.
Dov C. Schlein (’70, MBA ’75) / Frances Laterman

Schonfeld
Donna & Marvin (’62, LHD [Hon.] ’02) Schwartz

Seven Eight Capital LP 
Stuart A. Shikiar ’68

Leon V. Shivamber ’84
Howard I. Smith ’65

Sound Point Capital Management
Squarepoint Capital

Synchrony
Varagon Capital Partners

Virtu Financial
Sandra Kahn Wasserman ’55  

Carol & Larry (’57, LHD [Hon.] ’99) Zicklin
Listing as of April 11, 2023

Max W. Berger ’68, LLD (Hon.) ’19
Founding & Senior Partner
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP
Chairman, Baruch College Fund

Alejandro Cañete MS ’19
Chief Data Officer 
CTC
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

Frederick J. Crawford
President; Chief Operating Officer 
Aflac Incorporated

Yu Gan MS ’15
Founder & CEO
AXQ Capital
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

Buzzy Geduld
Chief Executive Officer
Cougar Capital LLC
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

Dov Gertzulin ’01
Managing Principal
DG Capital Management LLC
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

Robert S. Kapito
President
BlackRock

Helen J. Mills
Founder 
Helen Mills Event Space & Theater
President, Baruch College Fund

Carl C. Schmidt MS ’10
Head Market Maker
ARB Trading Group
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

Stuart A. Shikiar ’68
Co-CEO & Chief Investment Officer 
Shikiar Asset Management Inc.
Trustee, Baruch College Fund

DINNER CO-CHAIRS

11
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O U R  
G E N E R O U S

SUPPORTERS

STATESMAN
Dale & Max W. (’68, LLD [Hon] ’19) Berger
Eric & Lori Kirsch Foundation
Helen J. Mills & Gary Tannenbaum (’70)
Donna & Marvin (’62, LHD [Hon.] ’02 Schwartz
Seven Eight Capital
Carol & Larry (’57, LHD [Hon.] ’99) Zicklin

TRIBUTE
Aflac Global Investments
Alfac Incorporated
AXQ Capital LP
Debra Bernstein
Buzzy Geduld
Goldman Sachs
William F. Harnisch ’68, DCS (Hon.) ’11
Point72 Asset Management
John Raggio ’68 &  
     Dr. Donna Kesselman Raggio
Dov C. Schlein (’70, MBA ’75) /  
     Frances Laterman
Stuart A. Shikiar ’68  
Sound Point Capital Management
Varagon Capital Partners
Sandra Kahn Wasserman ’55

BENEFACTOR
Altamont Capital Partners 
ARB Trading Group 
Bernstein Litowitz Berger & Grossmann LLP
BlackRock
Alejandro Cañete MS ’19
Chicago Trading Company
Citi
Daniel Clivner ’85
Joel J. Cohen ’59 
Donald V. Davis
Deloitte & Touche LLP
DG Capital/Dov Gertzulin ’01  
Field Family Foundation
Yu Gan MS ’15
Ross Garon
Dennis J. Hickey ’70
Susan Hirsch
Peter S. Jonas ’60
KKR
KPMG LLP
Kuvare
Neuberger Berman
Ramsey Quantitative Systems, Inc.
Schonfeld
Leon V. Shivamber ’84
Howard I. Smith ’65
Squarepoint Capital
Synchrony  
Virtu Financial
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PATRON
Robert J. Aquilina
Barclays
Denham Capital
GCM Grosvenor
Hackensack Meridian Health Network
The Nahum Family
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Liyung (’84) & Po (’85) Sit

SUPPORTER
ACORE Capital
Ariel Investments
Alan J. Benet
Steven Berger, Rothschild & Co 
Jay S. Berman ’59 
Marc L. Berman ’67
Kevin J. Boyle MBA ’90
Ilene & Joel S. Brudner
Jing Chen MS ’13
Zhuliang Chen
Citi Private Bank
Charles R. Dreifus ’66, MBA ’73
Todd Fahey
Jessica Feng MS ’14
Professor Lewis Friedman
David Gallagher
Alex Ginzburg MS ’12
Stanley Grossman
Herrick, Feinstein LLP
Scott Hounsell MS ’15
Qing Huang MS ’15  
Joanne M. Hvala MBA ’88
Sandy & Keith (’90) Kallen
Lynn & Marvin Katz & Family
Anike Keller, A.B. Data 
Tom Kenny
Lawrence Kent

Friends of Eric Kirsch  
Dawn & Jonathan Barofsky • Dana & Anthony 
DeMonaco • Ricki & Ira Horowitz • Chris & 
Todd Katz • Laura & Andy Krantz • Teri & Pete 
Lalima • Fran & Steve Lisser • Lori & Steve 
Silverman • Jackie & Matthew Tobin • Andrea  
& Gabe Tomae

Edward S. Kornreich, Proskauer Rose, LLP 
Elaine & Ken Langone 
Jeffrey Lebovitz
Henry J. Leibowitz, Proskauer Rose, LLP 
Christine Li-Auyeung (’00, ’02, MS ’09)  
     & Raymond Au-Yeung
Luz Liebeskind ’85 EMS ’08
Loudermilk Family Giving Fund
Terrence Martell
Vincent Masi ’80
Mitsui & Co. (U.S.A.), Inc.
Susan Mullaney, Bracebridge Capital, LLC
Ryan O’Connor MS ’18
Nancy & Morris W. Offit
Michael Ostow, Rothschild & Co
Prime Buchholz
Kevin Relihan
Bruce Sherman, Miami Marlins
John Simone
Robert Spass
Michael Sternberg
Carol Stillwell & Stillwell-Hansen Inc.
Bennett Theimann ’92
Tamar & Gary Tolchin
Roger Trimble MS ’09
Dr. Mitchel B. Wallerstein 
Zhaoyue Wei MS ’17
Tony Xie MS ’20
David Zhang MS ’16
Junliang Zhou MS ’18
Eric B. Zicklin
Listing as of April 11, 2023

O U R  
G E N E R O U S

SUPPORTERS
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Thank you to our Baruch 
family including staff, 
faculty and students 
for all your outstanding 
achievements!

Congratulations to my  
co-honoree, Dan Stefanica, 
who truly deserves the 
recognition for the highly 
successful Baruch MFE 
Program and winning the 
2023 Rotman International 
Trading Competition! 

ERIC KIRSCH
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ERIC
(Dad, Hubby, “Pa”)

Congratulations on this  

well-deserved honor.  

We are so proud of all you 

have achieved. You are a 

true inspiration to everyone 

whose lives you have 

touched.

We love you!

Your #1 Fans,
Lori, Staci, Shelby, Jared and Skylar
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Congratulations  
Eric and Dan!

 Eric, your invaluable service to Baruch 
College and our students means 
everything. As a BCF Trustee, 
you make a difference!

Dan, as a cherished Professor,  
you make us proud with your 
program’s accomplishments.  
Thank you for all you do  
for our students.  

Helen Mills and Gary Tannenbaum
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C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S  
to tonight’s honorees!

ERIC KIRSCH ’84
Recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award

We are delighted to honor our friend and fellow 
BCF Trustee for your extraordinary generosity 
and service to Baruch College. Baruch’s students 
have benefited immensely from your unwavering 
support and dedication.

DAN STEFANICA 
Recipient of the Distinguished Faculty Award
 
You have built a world class program that we 
are so very proud of. Thank you for your deep 
devotion to your students and to Baruch.

  
DALE & MAX BERGER

BB23_Berger Full ad.indd   1BB23_Berger Full ad.indd   1 3/24/23   3:22 PM3/24/23   3:22 PM
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SEVEN EIGHT CAPITAL  
is proud to support the  

Baruch College Fund  

and Dr. Dan Stefanica,  

Director of the MFE in  

Financial Math Program. 
 

This honor is well-earned, 

and we thank Dan for the 

contributions he’s made to the 

program as well as the help  

he has provided our firm.

BB23_SevenEightCapital ad.indd   1BB23_SevenEightCapital ad.indd   1 3/22/23   3:02 PM3/22/23   3:02 PM
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Congratulations 

to our esteemed honorees

ERIC KIRSCH 

and

DAN STEFANICA 

for their deep commitment  
and dedication to 

 BARUCH COLLEGE

Under your leadership, guidance  
and loyalty to Baruch College,  

our students will have more  
opportunities to achieve  

their fullest potential.

Marvin & Donna Schwartz
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Congratulations

to  
EriC KirsCh 

and 
dan stEfaniCa

thanK you for your 
unwavEring dEdiCation 
to BaruCh’s studEnts.   

dEBBiE BErnstEin

BB23_Full ad.indd   1BB23_Full ad.indd   1 3/21/23   4:13 PM3/21/23   4:13 PM
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Congratulations to  
Dan stefaniCa 

on this well-DeserveD awarD.
i am also thrilleD to reCognize  
anD honor my fellow trustee,  

eriC KirsCh. 
your Commitment anD DeDiCation 

to the College Continues to  
enhanCe the lives of our  
stuDents anD helps them  
to aChieve great suCCess.

to another suCCessful year for  
the BaruCh College funD anD  

the aDministration.

sanDra K. wasserman
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With gratitude 

to our staff, faculty, and students 

for a year well-done.

CONGRATULATIONS 
to 

ERIC M. KIRSCH 
and 

DAN STEFANICA!

BUZZY GEDULD
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is a proud sponsor of the

Annual Bernard Baruch Dinner

AXQ Capital 

© AXQ Capital, LP. All rights reserved.

We extend gratitude and congratulations to 

Professor Dan Stefanica

on your well-deserved recognition!
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Thank you Eric and Dan 
for your outstanding 
achievements, leadership, 
and generosity, as well as 
time and resources 
to Baruch College.
 
Congratulations on this 
most well-deserved honor.
 

~John Raggio (’68) and  
Dr. Donna Kesselman Raggio
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ERIC
 Baruch and Aflac have been 

beneficiaries of your skills, 

dedication, and wisdom. Your 

leadership has positively impacted 

many lives over the years.  

Onward and forward!

DAN 
Congratulations on your wonderful 

leadership of our brilliant  

MFE program. 

STUART SHIKIAR 
Shikiar Asset Management, Inc.
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CAROL AND LARRY ZICKLIN

TO BARUCH: 
WHICH HAS GIVEN 
SO MUCH TO 
SO MANY FOR 
SO LONG.
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LATERMAN FAMILY FOUNDATION

are pleased to congratulate

on its Annual Bernard Baruch Dinner

the 2023 Baruch College honorees:

ERIC M. KIRSCH ’84
Distinguished Alumnus Award

President, Aflac Global Investments

EVP, and Global Chief Investment Officer, Emeritus, Aflac

DAN STEFANICA
Distinguished Faculty Award

Professor and Co-Director, Baruch, Master in 

Financial Engineering Program (MFE)

DOV C. SCHLEIN

FLORIDA
Optima Onyx Tower
1010 S. Federal Hwy 
Hallandale, FL 33009

Tel.: 305-932-6010

NEW YORK
Carnegie Hall Tower

152 West 57th Street, 21st Floor
New York, NY 10019
Tel.: 212-507-9125

SWITZERLAND
Via Marconi 2

6900 Lugano CH
Tel.: +41-91-8001015

www.nuverse.com
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Z2300361 EXP 4/24

Congratulates Eric Kirsch

Recipient of the
2023 Baruch College

Distinguished Alumnus Award

Global Investments

Aflac | Aflac New York | WWHQ | 1932 Wynnton Road | Columbus, GA 31999
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We are proud 
to celebrate the 
extraordinary career 
and lasting personal 
contributions of 
Eric M. Kirsch.

SOUND POINT CAPITAL MANAGEMENT, LP
375 PARK AVENUE, 33RD FLOOR

NEW YORK, NY 10152
 

212.895.2280
SOUNDPOINTCAP.COM
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Point72 is proud to support 
the Baruch College Fund in 

honor of the talented alumni 
who call our firm home.
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© 2023 Goldman Sachs. All rights reserved.

We are proud to support the 

2023 Bernard Baruch Dinner 

and tonight’s honorees Eric 

Kirsch and Dr. Dan Stefanica.

We congratulate Eric on this 

well deserved honor and wish 

him happiness and success in 

his next chapter.
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BEST WISHES
Hackensack Meridian Health is proud to support  

Baruch College
on the occasion of its  

Annual Bernard Baruch Dinner.
■ ■ ■

Best Wishes for a successful event!

HackensackMeridianHealth.org
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Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP paulweiss.com

We are proud to 
support the 
Bernard Baruch Dinner
Congratulations to honorees
Eric M. Kirsch and Dan Stefanica
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denhamcapital.com

Denham Sustainable Infrastructure 
is delighted to support Eric and Baruch College in their 

efforts to develop the next global leaders!

The world is a better place because of your dedication. 

Thank you!

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS!
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THANK YOU 
Eric Kirsch 

and 
Dan Stefanica 

for your Support of  
Baruch College 
and its Mission. 

Robert Aquilina
Executive Vice President  
Estée Lauder Companies

Trustee, Baruch College Fund
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WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

2023 Bernard Baruch Dinner
Honoring Eric Kirsch and Dan Stefanica

Chicago | New York | Toronto | London | Frankfurt | Tokyo | Hong Kong | Seoul 
gcmgrosvenor.com

Alternative Investing Since 1971 
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ACORE Capital  

is honored to support the 

2023 Bernard Baruch Dinner to  

benefit the Baruch College Fund.

Congratulations to the recipient of the

Distinguished Alumnus Award, 

Eric M. Kirsch ’84,  

President, AFLAC Global Investments, 

Executive Vice President and  

Global Chief Investment Officer, Emeritus, AFLAC,  

and to the Recipient 

of the Distinguished Faculty Award, 

Dan Stefanica,  

Professor and Co-Director of the Baruch Master  

in Financial Engineering Program, Baruch College
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We are honored to congratulate and pay tribute to 

 

Recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
2023 Annual Bernard Baruch Dinner 

“Whatever you do, do it  
with all your heart and soul.” 

Eric’s exemplary career, extraordinary leadership, 
and dedication of service, personify the words of the  
renowned Bernard Baruch, for whom this College is named.   
We know of no one more deserving of this honor. 

Lynn and Marvin Katz 
and family

BERNARD BARUCH
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Committed to a 
brighter future
Barclays is proud to take part in The Annual Bernard 
Baruch Dinner benefitting Baruch College and helping 
to make an immediate impact for the betterment of 
the students, faculty and community.
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BUILDING TOMORROW

Synchrony and Baruch  
College Fund Board Member  
Mark Martinelli are honored  
to support the annual  
Bernard Baruch Dinner.

Congratulations to  
tonight’s honorees.

TODAY

Congratulations from Yu Gan and Boxiao Zheng

In honor of our dear friend and esteemed professor 

Dan Stefanica 

In recognition of the exceptional track record and 
continued success of Baruch MFE



Congratulations

It is our pleasure to congratulate Dan 
Stefanica as he receives the Distinguished 
Faculty Award and Eric M. Kirsch for 
receiving the Distinguished Alumnus Award.

RQSI is a quantitative investment 
management firm that uses systematic 
trading strategies to seek, capture, and 
deliver alpha.

RQSI.com

Dedicated to  
the class of 2023 
entrepreneurs.

Peter S. Jonas ’60
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Chicago Trading Company  

is proud to support the  

Annual Bernard Baruch Dinner  

and our friend Dan Stefanica
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Congratulations,  
Eric and Dan!  
Baruch is proud and  
grateful to call you family.  
Not So Bad! 

The Field Family Foundation  
Lisa, Robyn and Anthony
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Honoring Excellence 
Deloitte & Touche LLP proudly supports 
Baruch College and The Baruch College Fund. 
We are delighted to celebrate the recognition 
of Eric M. Kirsch, recipient of this year’s 
Distinguished Alumnus Award. 

We also celebrate Dan Stefanica, recipient of 
this year's Bernard Baruch Distinguished 
Faculty Award.

BERNARD
BARUCH
DINNER

VIRTU FINANCIAL PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE

BECAUSE LEARNING IS LIFELONG
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IN HONOR OF MY FRIEND 
ERIC KIRSCH FOR ALL THAT  

HE DOES FOR BARUCH COLLEGE. 

CONGRATULATIONS ON RECEIVING 
THE DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD.
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We salute you.

blackrock.com

Worthy achievements do not go unnoticed.
We’re delighted to celebrate tonight’s honorees.  
Eric Kirsch and Baruch College

©2023 BlackRock, Inc. All rights reserved. BlackRock is a registered trademark of BlackRock in the United States  
and elsewhere. 0323/443815

Dan and Eric  
on this very well-deserved honor,  
and thank you for your ongoing 

leadership and support of  
Baruch College and its students.

Dennis (’70) and Kathy Hickey

Congratulations 
CONGRATULATIONS 
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Congratulations to this evening’s Honorees
 

Thank you for all you do for  
Baruch’s students

LESLIE AND LEON SHIVAMBER

ERIC KIRSCH  
and  

DAN STEFANICA

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
TONIGHT’S HONOREES

Eric and Dan
Thanks to your support, we are making 
a positive difference in the lives of every 

Baruch student and faculty member.

— Dan Clivner ‘85
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NEUBER GER BER MAN PR I VATE WE ALTH

We are proud to support

Baruch College
in its continuous effort to enhance the overall academic experience  

of its students, faculty and community. 

Congratulations to Honoree 

Eric M. Kirsch

©2023 Neuberger Berman Group LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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The Baruch College Fund
 K K R  I S  P RO U D  TO  S U P P O RT

Congratulations to Eric M. Kirsch for his outstanding  
achievements in insurance and his commitment to the  
development of the industry and community.

 

ARB Trading Group Is Proud to Support  

The Baruch College Fund and Congratulates 
Tonight’s Honorees 

ARB is a tremendously diverse organization for all your trading and management 
needs. We cover all futures and options markets, Crypto, Cash Treasuries, and 

equities on over 40 global exchanges. Our solutions will improve your software, 
technology, management, and back-office. Whether it’s incubating early strategies 

in prop or sourcing capital for large-scale funds, our experienced team can meet 
your every need.  If you would like to find out more please go to www.arb-tg.com. 

If you are interested in working for ARB, please submit your resume and cover 
letter to hr@arb-tg.com. 
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DON DAVIS 
HEATHER BOND

& FAMILY 
ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
BARUCH COLLEGE! 

Saluting Eric Kirsch for his 
outstanding career and dedication 
to Baruch College!
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR DEAR FRIEND 

ERIC KIRSCH 
ON THIS MOST DESERVING RECOGNITION.

GARY AND TAMAR TOLCHIN
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Congratulations to 

Eric Kirsch 
On being honored at the Bernard Baruch Dinner 

with the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
Your outstanding career and dedicated service to Baruch College, 

show how your compassion to give back to the community and 
make the world a better place impacts the lives of many.

All our love, 

Dawn & Jonathan Barofsky  •  Teri & Pete Lalima 
Dana & Anthony DeMonaco  •  Fran & Steve Lisser 

Ricki & Ira Horowitz  •  Lori & Steve Silverman 
Chris & Todd Katz  •  Jackie & Matthew Tobin 

Laura & Andy Krantz  •  Andrea & Gabe Tomae
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We are proud 
to continue 

standing        
           for Baruch

Helping organizations build the financial strength to turn visions into reality.
 Your Independent Investment Partner  •  603.433.1143  •  PrimeBuchholz.com

“My philosophy of life is that we make up  
our mind what we are going to make of our lives, 
then work hard toward that goal, we never lose 

– somehow we win out.”
RONALD REAGAN

 
Eric has exemplified these words with his cherished family,  

his remarkable career and as a man of strength and charity.
We are extremely proud of all of your accomplishments... 

attributes. Truly, you have won!

With love and admiration,
Marilyn Weisberg
Audrey Weisberg
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Baruch College  
victorious again at the 

2023 Rotman International 
Trading Competition!

 
CONGRATULATIONS  

to the team and their coach 
on the first-place finish at 

this year's competition:
 

Chengxun (James) Wu
Aneesh Subramanya

Xingyu (Tony) Zhu
Mingsen (Mason) Wang

Professor Jarrod Pickens



ERIC,
Your achievement in family, business, 
and community have inspired us all 

to be better and dream harder.

We truly love and admire you

LOVE,
THE NAHUM FAMILY

“All our dreams  

can come true, if we  

have the courage  

to pursue them.”  

– WALT DISNEY
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Congratulations to  
Baruch College  
for all you do,  

for so many students. 

WE SALUTE YOU!
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