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M E S S A G E  F R O M

On May 30, Baruch College welcomed 5,024 
graduates to our global alumni community 
at its 2018 Commencement ceremony. Like 
you, these promising individuals now possess 
a degree that certifies their completion of an 
academically rigorous course of study, which 
also gave them a strong set of values and an 
understanding of the world.  

Any institution of higher learning is only as strong and 
impactful as its academic programs and intellectual  
environment. I am proud to share our most recent U.S. 
News & World Report rankings. In the nation’s “2019 Best 
Graduate Schools” list, the Zicklin School of Business 
earned the #1 spot for “Best Business Schools” among 
public institutions in New York City and State, and the 
Austin W. Marxe School of Public and International 
Affairs placed #2 in the “Best Public Affairs Schools”  
category for public institutions in New York City. 
Nationally Zicklin ranked #55 and Marxe #34 out  
of both public and private institutions. 

Endorsements such as these grow from having an engaged 
and dedicated faculty and a stimulating intellectual  
environment overall. This spring, four professors in  
the Weissman School of Arts and Sciences earned  
outstanding honors. Esther Allen, PhD, and Alison 
Griffiths, PhD, were named Guggenheim Fellows,  
and Barbara Katz Rothman, PhD, and Thomas  
Desch-Obi, PhD, were awarded Fulbright grants.  

Meanwhile, our campus has attracted such renowned 
leaders as iconic civil rights activist Andrew Young; 
Ambassador Michael Froman, former trade representative 
under President Obama; and Victor Cha, former director 
for Asian Affairs at the National Security Council, also 
under President Obama. 

Discussions like these are more important than ever as 
our country navigates choppy and uncharted political 
waters, both at home and abroad. 

Baruch has also made headlines for its ability to promote 
the social mobility of our students, which helps to close 
the nation’s growing income gap:

•  “America’s Great Working-Class Colleges”— 
The New York Times

• “Colleges That Pay You Back”—NY1
•  “Baruch Ranks #1 in the Nation, Three Years in  

a Row”—CollegeNET
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The President

Baruch excels in this by focusing on the student’s entire 
path to graduation—and beyond. Through the Starr 
Career Development Center, Success Network, Percy  
Ellis Sutton SEEK Program, and many others, we deliver 
essential job-search training and assistance that our  
students need. The Office of Alumni Relations works  
with the on-campus career offices to provide lifelong 
career resources and offers numerous industry networking 
events worldwide. 

Our dedicated alumni also provide crucial support by 
funding scholarships that cover tuition or that allow 
students to take valuable and often unpaid internships. 
Additional aid includes the Student Emergency Fund, 
which provides urgently needed grants to students in  
good standing who encounter short-term financial  
emergencies. Hundreds of alumni also mentor students 
every year, providing counsel as well as connections to  
jobs and internships. 

With such incredible support systems, Baruch has a  
70 percent six-year graduation rate, which compares  
very favorably to the national rate of 56.7 percent among 
four-year public institutions. We do what it takes to keep 
students in school, engaged, and on track for graduation. 

I hope you enjoy reading more about our efforts and their 
real-world outcomes in this issue of the magazine. I also  
wish you a relaxing and enjoyable summer! 

Sincerely, 
MITCHEL B. WALLERSTEIN 
President, Baruch College
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I N  T H I S  I S S U E

ON THE COVER: Like our Lady Liberty? Witness her in action in the College’s 2018 Telly Award–winning  
animated video “Baruch Rocks: The Headlines.” Visit baruch.cuny.edu/baruchrocks to see how the 
College continues to inspire amazing coverage from The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, CNBC, 
and other opinion makers for excellence, value, access, and student opportunity. Statue of Liberty cover art 
by multimedia designer Nadia Gomez; multimedia video production by Nicholas Caccese.

6  COVER STORY 

The Great Engine of Social Mobility
At Baruch, Big Data Meets the American Dream
A landmark big-data study from 2017 proved what alumni have 

long known: Baruch College is an impressive engine of social 

mobility, ranking in the top 10 nationwide. How does Baruch accomplish what so few other institutions 

do? The secret sauce: an effective support system sustained by caring, qualified professionals and a learning 

environment that delivers a high-quality student experience that fosters professional success. 

13  CLASS NOTES
Do you have flashbacks  

when you remember  

your college finals?  

Six alumni share tales  

of unforgettable  

blue-book moments. 

9  CAMPUS HIGHLIGHT 

Baruch Careers—By the Numbers
Learn how the Starr Career Development Center helps Baruch’s determined undergraduates—many 

of them first-generation students from modest-income families—position themselves for economic 

advancement and professional success.

15  ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Tsvetta Kaleynska (EMPA ’15):  
From Social Media to Social Change
Back in the late 2000s, Tsvetta Kaleynska was living in Bulgaria, a  

teenager with big dreams. Today, she’s global accounts director for an  

intelligence and analytics company, a social media influencer, a TV  

reporter, and a Peace Corps volunteer. Read why this Marxe School  

alumna says, “I love America and love giving back.”
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4  NEWS & NOTES
Politician, businessman, and 

iconic human rights activist 

Andrew Young was the keynote 

speaker for “Africa@Baruch,” 

the fourth in the College’s 

multicultural series celebrating 

emerging markets. 

NAME

SUBJECT

INSTRUCTOR
EXAM SEAT NO.                                 SECTION

DATE                                                     GRADE

Examination Book

A L S O  I N S I D E
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Finding Their Voice LIQUID GOLD 
Swimming trophies returned to Baruch 
earlier this year when the men’s and 
women’s swimming teams both won 
the 2018 CUNY Athletic Conference 
(CUNYAC) championship. It was the 
women’s first win since 2014 and the 
men’s first since 2012. 

Junior Yee Chung Phang, a 4'11" 
phenomenon from Bayside, Queens, 
took home CUNYAC Championship 
Performer (MVP) of the Meet honors. 
Her performance in breaststroke and 
medley ensured the Bearcats’ victory 
for the sixth time in their history. For 
five straight years, from 2010 through 
2014, the women finished their season 
victorious. 

Ms. Yee, also honored with the 2018 
CUNYAC Women’s Sportsmanship of the 
Year award, is expected to return to the 
team in her senior year. She swam for 
Baruch as a freshman and sophomore 
as well, earning CUNYAC All-Star honors 
both years. The marketing management 
major holds Baruch’s record time in the 
400-meter individual medley.

Out of the pool, Yee is one of six 
Bearcats who this year helped found  
the Baruch chapter of She’s the First,  
a nonprofit that raises funds to sponsor 
girls’ education in low-income countries. 

“Yee is a clear example of what it 
means to be a Baruch student-athlete,” 
says Athletic Director Heather MacCulloch, 
with obvious pride. “Our student-athletes 
give so much of themselves. Along the 
way, they learn a lot about life: how 
values, a strong work ethic, and tenacity 
will reward you.” 
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Yee Chung Phang (’19), women’s swimming 
MVP, started swimming at age 8.

Fruits of Experimentation 
It’s essential for students majoring in the natural sciences  
to have access to technology that supports cutting-edge  
research—for example, equipment for fluorescence microscopy,  
nuclear magnetic resonance imaging, and high-performance  
liquid chromatography. But for the many students fulfilling core  
requirements, sometimes less high-tech experiences yield a perfect “solution.” 

Take Biology 3015 Principles of Genetics, taught by Valerie Schawaroch, PhD. One 
of Dr. Schawaroch’s tried-and-true labs for these students is DIY Strawberry DNA 
Extraction. In a matter of minutes, using simple household items—dish soap, rubbing 
alcohol, salt, cheesecloth, and a zipper-lock plastic baggie—students mash, mix, and 
strain to isolate and extract the fruit’s DNA. “The visual effect of watching bubbles 
emerge from a cloudy pink layer (strawberry mash) through an upper clear layer  
(alcohol) to form a clear floating jelly-like mass (DNA) is exciting and truly memorable,” 
she explains. “In addition, it is ironic to observe anything falling out of a solution by 
moving upward!”  

Demystifying DNA is a bit of a passion for Dr. Schawaroch, whose research employs 
both molecular and morphological techniques to study the evolutionary history of fruit 
flies in the family Drosophilidae. She recently developed a jigsaw-like puzzle to help 
students comprehend the structure and rules of the DNA molecule. “To get that spark, 
it’s better to work with something physically and see it visually,” she says. 

The music of Blue Notes has been enjoyed by students, faculty, staff, 
and alumni alike. Shown: At the mic, undergraduate Laina Tzanides 
(’19), a Weissman School double major in psychology and music.  
More about the group at baruchbluenotes.com.

Baruch’s student clubs give participants a range of opportunities 
to find their voice—sometimes literally. Case in point: the 
College’s coed a cappella student club Blue Notes, founded 

in 2015 and today one of the most active student groups on and 
off campus. 

As a group, Blue Notes has performed for New York City film 
premieres of Pitch Perfect 2 and Pitch Perfect 3, and members 
have appeared at various Baruch functions as well. The 
club also competes, having recently represented Baruch 
at the iTony A Cappella Invitational and the NY ACA-Idol 
Collegiate Competition and fundraiser.

Currently 18 voices strong, Blue Notes strives for 
diversity, with members from all three schools, all 
four undergraduate class years, and a variety of 
majors and levels of singing experience. 

In musical parlance, a “blue note” is different from the 
rest of the composition or from what is expected—a definition 
that, notes Fred Burke, official club advisor and director of 
the Zicklin School’s Graduate Career Management Center, 
perfectly embodies the club’s spirit. “Like its namesake,  
the student group Blue Notes truly stands out,” he says. 

Baruch_Spring2018_Summer2018_r21-BB.indd   2 6/5/18   9:23 AM



baruch.cuny.edu/bam SPRING/SUMMER 2018 3

News&NotesN E W S & N O T E S

The Baruch student chapter of the National 
Association of Black Accountants (NABA) this 
year celebrates its 40th anniversary at the College. 
NABA is the first professional organization of  
and for accountants of color. 

The Baruch-NABA connection runs deep. Double alumnus William Aiken  
(’63, MBA ’70), CPA, along with eight other African American accountant-activists 
in the New York offices of major accounting firms, founded NABA in 1969.  
Mr. Aiken, then an auditor at Arthur Young (precursor to today’s EY), would serve 
four terms as the association’s president. 

Today NABA represents more than 200,000 professionals in financial management 
fields, providing education, resources, and meaningful career connections to  
professional and student members, fulfilling the principle of its motto “Lifting  
As We Climb.” 

Of its work and influence, Baruch chapter advisor Betty DuVerger (MSEd ’95) 
says, “NABA strives for excellence, professionalism, and service to community. 
It not only prepares our students for professional opportunities, but membership 
enriches their overall college experience.” Baruch’s chapter has supported more  
than 3,000 students since its founding.

On Apr. 26, the chapter’s active and engaged alumni returned to Baruch  
to celebrate its four-decade milestone with an awards gala and dinner. Also in  
attendance were current students and past administrators, including Patricia 
Johnson, who retired in 2010 having served as chapter advisor for 32 years.

Sending his compliments was the Zicklin School’s H. Fenwick Huss, PhD, 
Willem Kooyker Dean: “The Zicklin School of Business salutes NABA for 40 years 
of achievements at Baruch, preparing its members to embrace new opportunities 
and overcome challenges in the ever-changing business environment.”

BIG CHECK: A team of six 
students from Baruch took 
home second-place honors 
and a $1,500 prize this fall  
at the annual Deloitte-NABA 
NY Case Study Competition. 
The Baruch student chapter 
of NABA—the National 
Association of Black 
Accountants—routinely 
competes to showcase their 
talents, improve public 
speaking skills, and engage 
with the corporate world. 

Trade Ambassador Offers 
Deep Dive into Policy  
and National Security
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Four-Decade Milestone 
for Student Accountants

Trade often becomes the scapegoat,  
or vessel, into which people pour their  
legitimate economic concerns,” explained 

Ambassador Michael Froman, DPhil. The 
former U.S. trade representative to the Office 
of U.S. Trade in the Obama administration 
was the guest for “The Geopolitical Stakes 
of American Trade Policy and the Impact on 
U.S. National Security,” the February 2018 
Marxe Issues Public Policy Breakfast. Joining 
him were Marxe School faculty Carla Anne 
Robbins, PhD; Joselyn Muhleisen (’07); and 
Marxe Dean David Birdsell, PhD.

The panel’s wide-ranging discussion included 
multilateral, bilateral, and subnational 
trade activity; protectionism; “great-power 
competition”; the current perception of the 
U.S. abroad; and how to communicate trade 
policies and their impacts to U.S. voters. 

Of the latter, Froman cautioned against  
relying on statistics alone to advocate for 
trade, instead recommending connecting 
with the public via real-world scenarios.  
As an example, he noted that without trade,  
an iPhone would “cost $3,000 and be out of 
the reach of the single mother who uses her 
phone when she’s running between jobs to 
FaceTime with her kids. She is dependent  
on trade; her kids are dependent on trade.”

Scenarios aside, one statistic Froman put 
forward should surely make U.S. voters take 
notice: “It has been estimated that trade 
agreements contribute about $14,000 to  
the average American family’s income.”
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Politician, businessman, and iconic civil rights activist Andrew Young was the keynote 
speaker for “Africa@Baruch: Africa’s Role in the Changing Economy: Trading in Continental 
‘Futures.’” Fourth in the College’s annual series of business-focused multicultural evenings 

celebrating emerging markets, the March 14 event drew a huge, engaged audience of students, 
alumni, faculty, and staff. 

Africa@Baruch also welcomed a panel of experts who spanned industries, trends, and 
backgrounds: moderator Dana Reed, interim CEO, The Africa Center; Jake Bright, author of 
The Next Africa and TechCrunch Africa contributor; Melissa Cook, founder and managing 

Ascendant Africa: Experts Tout Continent’s Business Potential
director, African Sunrise Partners, LLC; 
Nadayar Enegesi, cofounder of Andela, a 
tech training and development outsourcer; 
and Abiola Oke, CEO and publisher of media 
company OkayAfrica.

Ambassador Young’s keynote talk offered 
both personal and historical perspectives. 
Foremost, he challenged the audience to 
abandon preconceptions: “Whatever you 
know about Africa—or think you know about 
Africa—forget it… Don’t look at Africa through 
a European lens, as many Americans do.” 
Advocating for a focus on private-sector 
opportunities, the ambassador cautioned, 
“Don’t think you’ll go there and make money 
quick and leave, because the Africans will 
outsmart you.” He advised instead collabo-
rating and committing for the long term. 

Each panelist echoed the ambassador’s 
enthusiasm. African Sunrise Partners  
founder and director Ms. Cook may have  
said it best: “It’s already antiquated to  
speak of ‘Africa rising.’ The world’s growth  
is coming from Africa. If you’re not there, 
you’ll miss it.”

FIRST THINGS FIRST 
MFE Program Ranked
The Master of Financial Engineering (MFE) Program ranked #1 for the 
second consecutive year in QuantNet’s survey of the “Best Financial 
Engineering Programs, Mathematical Finance 2018” in North America.  
This year the Weissman School of Arts and Sciences program, housed  
in the Department of Mathematics, tied with the MFE at the University of 
California, Berkeley, for the top slot. Both finished with a perfect 100 score. 

“Ranking #1 in 2016 and now in 2017 is richly deserved recognition  
for the strength of our program,” said Dan Stefanica, PhD, professor of 
mathematics and MFE program co-director. “This honor also reflects the 
drive and accomplishments of our talented students and dedicated alumni.”

That drive and talent manifested, as well, as successes in such prestigious 
national and international student contests as Traders@MIT, Datathon,  
and the University of Chicago Midwest Trading Competition and—most 
recently—at the inaugural Baruch Alumni-Student Trading Competition 
in March. Ten alumni teamed up with 20 undergraduate and graduate 
students, many of whom belong to the elite group the Wall Street Journal 
dubbed Baruch’s “trading whiz kids,” for a simulated market challenge 
hosted by the College’s Subotnick Financial Services Center in collaboration 
with the Office of Alumni Relations. 

Plans are already underway to make the 
alumni-student contest an annual event. 

A first-ever alumni-student trading competition was held in the 
Subotnick Financial Services Center in March. Ten teams, each made 
up of an alumnus and two students, competed in a simulated market 
challenge for trophies and scholarships. Shown: Trevor Moores, PhD 
(second from left), Subotnick Center director, with the first-place 
team: (from left) Jonathan Kay (MBA ’89), Bell Chen (’19), and 
Yinheng Li (’18).
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Western Hemisphere Expert Expands Marxe School’s Depth

When his five-year-old son asked 
Enrique Desmond Arias, 
PhD, the new Marxe Chair 

in Western Hemisphere Affairs, about a 
product whose label was in both English 
and French, he little realized that he was 
tapping into his father’s area of expertise. 
“The United States has long, often positive, 
sometimes complicated relationships with 
its Western Hemisphere neighbors,” notes 
Dr. Arias, who offered this simplified 
explanation to his son: U.S. companies, 
operating within the world’s largest  
developed economy—one that offers a 
vital network of trading partnerships—
want to sell to French-speaking consumers 
in Canada, the Caribbean, and elsewhere.

Dr. Arias clarifies some misconceptions: 
“Western Hemisphere affairs is not U.S. 
foreign policy in the Americas. A lot of 

things happen in the countries in this 
hemisphere that have nothing to do 
with the U.S.,” he explains. “But all that 
happens in the Western Hemisphere is 
extremely relevant to the U.S.” 

One such issue involves security and  
politics in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
the focus of Arias’s current research. 
“This region faces immense challenges 
with crime and security and is among 
the world’s most violent,” he says. Deeply 
engaged in international research and  
policy conversations, Arias is currently 
working on a book on crime in South 
American cities with colleagues at the 
University of Chile and has begun a project 
on illicit organizations and governance in 
Colombia and Afghanistan. 

Marxe’s new Master of International 
Affairs (MIA) program was one reason 

Arias sought the chairmanship. But 
perhaps even more important is his wish 
to see professional foreign service career 
opportunities democratized. “There have 
been relatively few opportunities for people 
who do not come from economically  
privileged backgrounds to pursue careers 
in foreign service,” he says. “I like that  
the Marxe School is changing that.” 

A Textbook Transformation
Purchasing textbooks is hardly a favorite memory for the  
many Baruch graduates who struggled to cover the cost of  
tuition, fees, and other college-related expenses.

Reducing that burden is one of the goals behind the University-wide  
initiative to create Zero Textbook Courses (i.e., Z sections). Supported  
by a grant from CUNY, Baruch’s faculty—working with the College’s Center  
for Teaching and Learning (CTL), the William and Anita Newman Library,  
and Baruch Computing and Technology Center—are creating no-cost  
textbook courses using open educational resources (OERs), scholarly  
and professional websites, CUNY library databases, multimedia  
lectures, and more.

The initiative, embraced by faculty from all three schools, has  
already produced 21 zero-textbook courses that will have saved  
2,500-plus students more than $240,000 by the end of the Fall 2018 term. Allison 
Lehr Samuels, CTL director and the lead for Baruch’s OER Initiative, estimates that the 
number of Z courses will continue to increase.

“Students at four-year public universities spend an average of $1,250 per year on 
publisher textbooks and related course materials,” says David P. Christy, PhD, Baruch 
provost and senior vice president for academic affairs. “For Baruch undergraduates— 
60 percent of whom come from households with incomes less than $40,000 a year—
this can be a limiting and sometimes impossible expense to bear.”

Of course, cost savings aren’t the only benefit. “This initiative inspires faculty to rethink 
how they teach their course and how they can bring a more global and diverse perspective 
to their subject by including a wider range of open materials,” says Ms. Lehr Samuels, 
who is also on the faculty of the Narendra Paul Loomba Department of Management. 

Arthur Downing, PhD, vice president for information services and dean of the Newman 
Library, concurs. “In contrast to traditional print textbooks, new digital tools and content 
offer 21st-century educators the opportunity to adapt learning materials to local needs 
through reusing, revising, and remixing open content.”

CITY SPARKLES IN WINNING 
STUDENT PHOTO
Tarekul Alam (’18) from Bangladesh 
won the third annual Study New York 
International Student Photo Contest with 
the image shown here, taken on 23rd Street 
and FDR Drive at the Macy’s 4th of July 
Fireworks. The theme for the competition 
was “Why I love studying in New York.” 
His inspiration? The computer information 
systems major wanted to honor “the sacrifices 
law enforcement makes” to ensure that  
New Yorkers are safe every day. 
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F or Alex Kosoglyadov (’09), working on Wall 
Street was in his family genes—just not the  
way you might expect. Over a period of  

several months in the 1990s, his father, uncle,  
and grandfather simultaneously worked as  
confectionary vendors on Wall Street. “They 
each worked on three different corners,”  
Mr. Kosoglyadov recalls. “Sometimes I  
jokingly wondered if the fourth corner was 
saved for me.”

But two decades later—with a Baruch degree in 
hand—Kosoglyadov earned a spot in a Wall Street  
corner office, working his way up from entry-level  
analyst to director of equity derivatives at BMO 
Capital. Today, he works at Nomura, a global finance 
company, in the same capacity.

Stories like Kosoglyadov’s are common at Baruch: alumni who go 
on to achieve significantly higher-earning careers than their parents. 
It’s a key aspect of the phenomenon known as social mobility, the 
movement of individuals or households between social and economic 
strata—and lately, data has shown that few schools generate social 
mobility as well as Baruch. 

The American Dream, Analyzed
For Kosoglyadov—and so many others—the quest for 
success is wrapped up in the American Dream, defined 

as the opportunity for anyone, regardless of background, to achieve 
economic prosperity. In recent years, that core ideal has been 
quantified thanks to the nationwide conversation on social mobility, 
with researchers using big data to explore how Americans can best 
achieve it. Not surprisingly, college education plays a major role. 

In the landmark 2017 study “Mobility Report Cards: The Role of 
Colleges in Intergenerational Mobility,” a group of academics and 
researchers from Stanford, Brown, and Harvard universities examined 
mass quantities of public data, including de-identified tax returns 
and tuition records, gathered by the Equality of Opportunity Project 
to pinpoint the economic circumstances of U.S. college students and 
their financial success after graduation. 

Their data uncovered some troubling trends: Children’s prospects of 
earning more than their parents have fallen from 90 percent to 50 

Behind the big data  
are countless stories of 
individual achievement 
like Mamta Melwani’s. 
The recent Marxe School 
graduate, born in Singapore 
and raised in India, 
interned for the New 
York State Legislature in 
Albany in Spring 2018. 
She is looking forward to 
her future. Ms. Melwani 
praises her Marxe School 
professors for helping 
her “push past limits and 
explore things outside of 
my comfort zone.”

Assembling a Portfolio for Success
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THE GREAT ENGINE OF SOCIAL MOBILITY

percent over the past half century, and at 38 colleges in America, 
including 5 in the Ivy League, more students come from the top 1 
percent of the income scale than from the entire bottom 60 percent. 
In other words, the colleges that offered many low-income students 
pathways to success are becoming less accessible. Moreover, the 
country’s most elite universities were not admitting enough lower- 
income students to impact social mobility. 

Baruch is bucking these trends. Diving deep into Equality of 
Opportunity Project data, New York Times researchers determined 
that Baruch is an impressive engine for social mobility, ranking in 
the top 10 nationwide for providing alumni with the tools for upward 
mobility. Findings show that 79 percent of students attending Baruch 
come from the bottom fifth of income distribution but end up in the 
top three-fifths after graduation.

New York Times columnist David Leonhardt expanded the discussion 
with his article “America’s Great Working-Class Colleges,” where he 
noted: “The new data shows, for example, that the City University 
of New York system propelled almost six times as many low-income 
students into the middle class and beyond as all eight Ivy League 
campuses, plus Duke, M.I.T., Stanford and Chicago, combined.” 

Baruch, Mr. Leonhardt stated, was one of the country’s remaining 
“great working-class colleges.” 

Abundant Accolades, Innovative Programs 
Baruch’s remarkable success propelling graduates  
into the middle class and beyond has been garnering 

recognition and headlines for several years. In 2017 The Chronicle  
of Higher Education placed Baruch #1 among four-year public  
institutions nationwide in its ranking of “Colleges with the Highest 
Student-Mobility Rates.” And CollegeNET, a higher-education  
technology company, ranked Baruch top in the country  
in its 2017 Social Mobility Index, a list that ranks  
colleges based on how effectively they “enroll students  
from low-income backgrounds and graduate them into  
good-paying jobs.” It was the third year in a row that  
Baruch earned top honors.

This year CollegeNET followed up its praise by naming  
Baruch a Social Mobility Innovator. In its announcement  
of the recognition, CollegeNET praised Baruch for its  
“start-to-finish program that makes college affordable” and  
that supports low-income students “every step of the way—from 
matriculation to career placement. These services are critical 
because many Baruch students face significant challenges to  
college completion.”

Indeed, Baruch provides students with both a world-class education 
and a wealth of programs and services to help them outside of the 
classroom. In addition to generous scholarships and financial aid, 
initiatives like Executives On Campus, Success Network, and the 
Percy Ellis Sutton SEEK program—not to mention the Starr Career 

 *  According to the study, “the U.S. would have perfect  
relative mobility, where children’s outcomes were unrelated  
to their parents’ incomes” if “4% of children would make the  
transition from the bottom to top quintile.” 

 **  The eight Ivy League colleges plus the University of Chicago, Stanford, MIT, and Duke  
make up the Ivy-Plus college cohort.

 †  The social mobility rate of Baruch College, based on the original big-data study, was tabulated by 
principal investigator Raj Chetty from Stanford University in the separate study “Higher Education 
and Upward Mobility: New Lessons from Big Data” (2017). gc.cuny.edu/CUNY_GC/media/CUNY-
Graduate-Center/PDF/Event%20Presentations/RChetty-Upward-Mobility-Slides.pdf

Avg. Collegein U.S. PerfectSocial  Mobility*
Ivy Plus** Other NYC

CUNY
Baruch†

1.9%

4.0%

2.2%
3.5%

7.2%

12.9%

Development Center, which recently celebrated its 20th anniversary—
offer mentorship opportunities, career consulting, and exclusive 
access to jobs and internships. 

Speaking with CollegeNET, Baruch President Mitchel B. Wallerstein, 
PhD, noted, “Baruch has had career services and mentorship  
opportunities in place for decades, and they really do help propel 
students into their first jobs and beyond.” 

Few U.S. colleges generate social mobility better than 
Baruch College does. 

In the landmark 2017 study “Mobility Report Cards: The 
Role of Colleges in Intergenerational Mobility,” researchers 
examined mass quantities of de-identified public data to 
study the economic circumstances of U.S. college students 
and their financial success after graduation. This chart 
shows some of their findings.

The researchers devised a measure to gauge  
an institution’s success bridging the class  
divide: its social mobility rate, defined  
as the fraction of its students who come  
from the bottom fifth of the income  
scale and end up in the top fifth by their  
early thirties, when incomes stabilize. 

BARUCH TOPS THE CHARTS
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President Wallerstein continued, “Our support 
services include soft-skills training, such as 
programs designed to help improve both 
written and spoken English, since many of 
the College’s students do not speak English 
as their native language. We also provide 
career advising and résumé writing, networking 
etiquette guidance and opportunities, and 
financial support so students can take valuable 
and often unpaid internships. Sometimes 
students even need suits to wear to the job 
interview; the College maintains racks of 
donated garments exclusively for this purpose.”

For more on Baruch’s career services, see 
page 9.

The Real-World Impact
Big data helps to show to what 
extent Baruch is an engine of 

social mobility, but to what effect can be 
found in the abundance of incredible stories 
of the College’s alumni and students.

Of course, there’s Kosoglyadov, the Wall 
Street derivatives director, who cites his 
Baruch experience as one of “the best 
professional decisions” he’s ever made, 
saving him from “a pile of student debt” that 
he would have accrued at any of the other 
programs to which he had applied. The Starr 
Center helped him secure his first interview 
with BMO, setting him on the pathway of his 
current career. 

Stories of social mobility success at Baruch 
invariably involve more than just the cost of 
education. Take Shantel Deleon (’17), who 
worried about both the educational and 
financial challenges inherent in obtaining  
an undergraduate degree and, along with  
her mother and brother in the East Bronx, 

wondered how the family could afford college. 
Thanks to generous scholarships and active 
involvement in the SEEK program, her Baruch 
dream became a reality. She starts a full-time 
job at EY this August. “I met people who were 
invested in my journey at Baruch,” Ms. Deleon 
says, “and I was receptive to the feedback 
and opportunities they gave me.”

For Mamta Melwani (’18), a senior studying 
in the Marxe School of Public and International 
Affairs, it was the nurturing environment 
at Baruch, with professors who embrace 
economic inclusion, that made her college 
experience invaluable. Born in Singapore  
and raised in modest circumstances in India, 
Ms. Melwani is now an intern for the New 
York State Legislature in Albany, and she’s 
looking forward to her postgraduation future. 

“I’m where I am because of the strong  
relationships I’ve built with my professors,” 
she says. “They’re patient and have gone out 
of their way for me, encouraging me to learn 
what I need to learn, to push past my limits, 
and explore things outside of my comfort zone.”

These stories are just the tip of the iceberg, 
and they add up to a simple truth: Baruch 
provides students of all backgrounds with 
the education, skills, and tools they need—
acting as a highly effective engine of social 
mobility and propelling them toward realiza-
tion of their American Dream. 

“At a time when the gulf between the richest 
and poorest households in the country is 
widening, education must have a leading 
role in correcting this economic inequality,” 
explains Baruch President Wallerstein. “It 
is essential that higher education be made 
available at an affordable price to those who 
need it most.”

Mining Big Data for 
Meaningful Change

“Research using big data and  
advanced analytics techniques can 
drive meaningful and sustained 
change,” explains Marios Koufaris, 
PhD, chair of the Paul H. Chook 
Department of Information Systems 
and Statistics. “By mining large datasets, 
it is possible to identify often-hidden 
obstacles to socioeconomic mobility  
for students and identify early and  
targeted interventions that ensure  
success. At the same time, here at  
the Zicklin School of Business, we are 
educating our students to be the big 
data researchers themselves, through 
our extensive courses and programs  
in data analytics and data science.”

Data may show that Baruch is an engine of social mobility, but our alumni make that story possible. Send us your  
personal tale of social mobility by emailing alumni@baruch.cuny.edu, and we might feature you online or in print.

Baruch doesn’t deserve all of the credit... 
Tell us your social mobility story
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Baruch Careers
By the Numbers

Alumni Ensure Success
At the Starr Center, opportunity  
is alumni driven: Baruch alumni  
post internships and jobs, recruit  
on campus, lecture in and visit class- 
rooms, return for networking events, and 
mentor through Executives on Campus. 
“Increased alumni engagement on campus 
helps students envision their potential 
careers and build professional relationships 
long before graduation,” says Janet B. 
Rossbach, director of alumni relations  
and volunteer engagement. 

Imbimbo lauds the support Baruch alumni 
provide: “It’s amazing to see the ripple 
effect of alumni success.”

“ Finally, what I know about 
Baruch and our students the 
world knows. Our students and 
alumni are simply remarkable.” 

—Patricia Imbimbo, PhD, associate dean  
of students and Starr Center director,  
1995–2016

The Future
Assuming data equals enhanced under-
standing, what effect will the influential 
“Mobility Report Cards” study have on 
Starr and Baruch? Says Stein, “You can’t sit 
back and say it is done. The data is leading 
us in the right direction.”

baruch.cuny.edu/bam SPRING/SUMMER 2018 9
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“E         mployers have characterized Baruch    
         students as ‘willing to chew through  
         walls,’” says Associate Dean of 
Students Patricia Imbimbo, PhD, director 
of the Starr Career Development Center 
(SCDC) from 1995 through 2016. But 
Dr. Imbimbo is the first person to tell you 
that such anecdotes—although hearten-
ing—don’t provide quantifiable evidence 
that Baruch is succeeding in its mission of 
fostering social and economic advancement. 

So when the 2017 “Mobility Report 
Cards” study took the world of higher 
education by storm, she couldn’t have 
been happier. “I felt validated,” she says. 
“Finally, what I know about Baruch and 
our students the world knows.” 

A Starr Turn
For two decades, Imbimbo, a licensed 
psychologist and one-time math major, 
collected data on the career outcomes of 
Baruch undergraduates. That enterprise was 
made infinitely easier and more accurate in 
2006, when a multimillion-dollar naming 
gift from the Starr Foundation financed, 
among other advances at the SCDC, 
the purchase of state-of-the-art tracking 
technology. “Numbers have always been 
my friend,” says Imbimbo, “and now the 
numbers are Baruch’s friend as well.” 

Continuing this tradition is Ellen Stein, 
PhD, SCDC’s new director and, previously, 
longtime associate director under Imbimbo. 
The Starr team continues to promote 
Baruch as a source of top student talent  
for prospective employers.

Quantifiable Impact
The Starr Career Development Center 
(SCDC) provides comprehensive 
career services to more than 15,000 
undergraduates annually, from their 
freshman year through graduation 
and beyond. The 2016–17 numbers 
speak for themselves:

 ◆ 6,100 students visited the SCDC 
for such services as career consul-
tations (3,022) and on-campus 
interviews (1,319). 

 ◆ More than 8,300 students signed 
up for nearly 300 events, includ-
ing career and internship fairs. 

 ◆ Online job search database Starr 
Search was an overwhelming 
success: 2,064 employers created 
new accounts; 4,013 internships 
and 7,073 jobs were posted online; 
and 11,296 unique student users 
logged in 329,423 times to  
submit 225,237 job applications. 

 ◆ More than 1,100 employers hired 
Baruch students, at an average 
salary of $50,854. 

If the metrics prove anything, it’s that 
Baruch’s career-forward approach, a 
defining characteristic of the College 
for decades, is still going strong.
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president and founder of the Arizona 
Women’s Partnership, which supports 
nonprofits assisting underserved women 
and children at risk. John V. Konior (’68) is 
a former Baruch Evening Session student 
who enjoyed reading about the program 
in the Fall 2017 edition of Baruch Alumni 
Magazine. Konior, a retired vice president 
at Chase Manhattan Bank, now lives with 
his wife and two rescue cats in Houston, 
TX, and has published seven novels, 
including his most recent, The Mystery 

of Somber Bay Island 
(CreateSpace, 2014). 
John Raggio (’68) (left), 
co-founder of Sealift, 
Inc., received an Alumni 
Achievement Award at 

his 50th reunion at Baruch College. Earlier 
in the year, he spoke at Baruch’s Lawrence 
N. Field Center for Entrepreneurship at a 
lunch-and-learn. 

70s  Steven E. Metzger (’72) (right) 
authored his 78th book, Princess 

Kitty (HarperCollins, 
2017), an illustrated 
children’s story about a 
cat who learns to share 
the spotlight. Angelo 
‘A.A.’ Freda (’73) (below) 
released his second novel, A Police Action 
(Dorrance, 2017), a coming-of-age story 
set in the Vietnam War era. Freda, a 

Vietnam veteran, is an 
adjunct professor and 
lives in Easton, CT. 
The Hollywood Reporter 
named Burton Mitchell 
(’74) a “Power Lawyer 

in the Area of Trusts & Estates.” Based in 
Los Angeles, Mitchell serves as a partner 
and assistant managing partner at Jeffer 
Mangels Butler & Mitchell, LLP. Inspired 
by Baruch Alumni Magazine’s recent  
feature on the College’s Evening Session, 
John Rentz (MBA ’77) emailed greetings  

to the Baruch community. Born and 
bred in the rural Midwest, Rentz credits 
Baruch, and the bright lights of NYC, 
for exposing him to unique people from 
a variety of backgrounds. He currently 
lives in Cincinnati. 
Ellen J. Stein (’78) 
(right) was appointed 
full-time director of 
Baruch’s Starr Career 
Development Center 
(SCDC). She had served as acting director 
since June 2016. Her 24-year tenure 
at Baruch also includes roles as SCDC 
associate director and staff counselor in 
the Counseling Center. Richard L. DiNardo 
(’79) is co-author (with Daniel J. Hughes) 
of Imperial Germany and War, 1871–1918 
(University Press of Kansas). This is his 
eighth book. 

80s  The alumni-student team 
of Leslie Seff (MBA ’80), 

Raymond Wong (’18), and Suguru 
Kaneda (’19) finished in third place at 
the inaugural Baruch Alumni-Student 
Trading Competition held in March. Each 
student won a $500 Baruch scholarship. 
Howard W. Kutcher (’81), owner of a staffing 
firm based in Briarcliff Manor, NY, 
moonlights as a piano player, performing 
hits at local restaurants, holiday parties, 
and assisted living facilities. His sideline 
was profiled in the Pennsylvania CPA 
Journal in early 2018. Charles L. Friedman 
(’83) is now a senior tax manager at the 
accounting firm Caler, Donten, Levine, 
Cohen, Porter & Veil. Karen Brooks-Davis 
(’84) wrote in with fond recollections 
of her time as a Baruch Evening Session 
student. “Baruch truly deserves the many 
accolades it is now and finally receiving,” 
she said. Angel M. Jimenez (’84) authored 
The Joy of Poems: Inspiring Poetry (Iuniverse, 
Inc., 2017). A tax accountant based in 
Cumming, GA, Jimenez began writing 
poetry in high school and continues 

30s  Aaron Blecker (’36) (left) called 
the College in late December to 

wish happy holidays to 
the alumni community. 
The now 106-year-old 
alumnus hopes that his 
call will inspire other 
“old timers” to reach out 

to Baruch and keep in touch.

50s  Moses Marx (’56) was  
featured in a Bloomberg  

article entitled “This Trader Quietly  
Built a Real Estate Empire in Downtown 
New York.” The piece chronicles his  
purchase of 11 Broadway four decades  
ago and how he turned that investment 
into a sprawling stretch of real estate  
now known for hosting some of NYC’s 
most famous ticker-tape parades. 

60s  The 14th Street Y honored 
Harvey Schulweis (’61, MBA 

’69) at its 2018 Annual Purim Gala. He  
is the president of Schulweis Realty, 
Inc., and previously served as chairman 
and chief executive of The Town and 
Country Trust, a publicly traded real 
estate investment trust. The Association 
of International Certified Professional 
Accountants honored Abraham Akresh 
(’63) with its sustained contribution award, 
recognizing Akresh’s decades of dedication 
to the accounting profession and volunteer 
service. Alan E. Weiner (’63) authored an 
article—“Top Ten List of Why Attorneys 
Need to Be Concerned About Partnership 
Tax Audits”—in The Suffolk Lawyer,  

the newspaper of the  
Bar Association of 
Suffolk County, NY. 
In recognition of her 
tireless work in the 
nonprofit sector,  

Child & Family Resources, Inc., honored 
Paula Cullison (’65) (above) with a lifetime 
achievement award. Cullison is the  
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to indulge his creative talents. Paul G. 
Barretta (’87, MBA ’91) (left) was granted 

tenure and promoted 
to associate professor 
of marketing at St. 
Bonaventure University. 
Barretta also serves  
as his department’s 

chair. Cheryl L. Green (’87) is the City  
of Yonkers’ deputy commissioner of  
information technology. She joined the 
City of Yonkers’ IT department in 1996 
as a help desk manager. With a career 
specializing in the trademark field, Carol 
Chadirjian (’89) published her first book, 
The Business of Trademarks: A Practical 
Guide for Attorneys, Paralegals, and 
Students of Law (Universal-Publishers, 
2017). Her résumé also includes positions 
at Realogy, Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer 
LLP, and FUJIFILM. continued on next page

Lunching with a Legend

90s  Michael McCarron (EMPA ’90) 
(left) was appointed executive 

director of the USS 
Hornet Sea, Air, and 
Space Museum in 
California. He is respon-
sible for the restoration 
and maintenance of the 

warship—one of the most decorated in 
American history and a state and federal 
historical landmark. Baruch College  
honored John H. Banks III 
(EMPA ’92) (right) with 
a Distinguished Leader 
Award at its Power of 
Community reception 
held in December. The 
award recognized the alumnus for his  
contributions to public service, including 
his work in his current position as president 

BEARCAT BABY BLISS
Galina (Aynbund) Shnayderman (’11) 
and Nick Shnayderman (’09) welcomed 
Ari Maxson to the world on Oct. 10, 
2017. Galina is a financial accounting 
advisory services manager at EY; Nick is 
a deals senior associate specializing in 
capital markets and accounting advisory 
services at PwC. 

Please share news of your Bearcat 
kids and grandkids with BAM!

C L A S S N O T E S

Over January Intersession, four top master’s candidates in the 
William Newman Department of Real Estate and Yildiray Yildirim, 
PhD, William Newman Professor in Real Estate Finance and 

director of the Steven L. Newman Institute, traveled to Palm Beach, 
Florida, for the International Council of Shopping Centers’ Conference. 
The event offered unparalleled opportunities for the Zicklin students  
to gain insight into current trends and network with industry leaders. 

And speaking of industry leaders . . . The Baruch contingent experienced 
a special “networking opportunity”—lunch with the College’s own real 
estate royalty, William Newman (’47, LLD-Hon. ’97). As founder, CEO, 
and chairman of New Plan Excel Realty Trust, Inc., Mr. Newman built 
the company into one of the nation’s largest real estate corporations 
focused on community and neighborhood shopping centers. 

Beyond real estate prowess, Mr. Newman is known and beloved at 
Baruch for his philanthropy, including support for the College’s library 
and innovative Newman Vertical Campus. Pleased with the lunch, 
Newman said, “All of the students were very bright and interested.”

“Meeting with our students is a perfect example of Bill’s generosity  
to Baruch in particular and to the next generation of real estate  
professionals generally,” said Dr. Yildirim. “His profound experience,  
vision, and generosity continue to inspire us all.”

—DIANE HARRIGAN

Real estate royalty William Newman (’47) (seated) with the Baruch 
contingent, from left, Michael Santalesa (MBA ’18), Siyu Jia (MS ’19), 
William Newman Professor Yildiray Yildirim, Eric Rivera (MS ’18), 
and Amy Lu (MS ’19).
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of the Real Estate Board of New York.  
Tim Stark (’92, MBA ’98) was recently 
named group vice president for global 
enterprises at Gartner, Inc. He previously 
served as managing vice president for 
North America Public Sector. Karen D.  
Boykin-Towns (EMPA ’93) was named  
vice chairman of the Board of Directors  
of the NAACP. An NAACP life member, 
she previously served as chair of the 

board’s National 
Health Committee. 
In February Stefan J. 
Contorno (’96) (left), 
first vice president, 
Findley Wise Wealth 

Management Team/UBS, and his  
team joined other elite-tier professionals  
representing the top 1 percent of  
financial advisors in the U.S. at  

Barron’s invite-only Top Advisory Teams 
Summit in Las Vegas. The Women’s 
Chamber of Commerce named Vanecia 
Kerr (MPA ’97) one of the “top 25 most 
powerful women in Colorado.” She 
serves as the regional executive director 
of College Track Colorado, which helps 
students from underserved communities 
achieve their dream of a college degree. 
Davi R. Tserpelis (’98) is regional business 
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Iron Will: Triathlete and Polio Survivor Minda Dentler (MBA ’08)

Alumna Minda Dentler delivered a TED Talk about the power of perseverance in 2018.

For most competitive athletes, the 
Ironman World Championship is the 
pinnacle of physical achievement: 

a 2.4-mile swim, 112-mile bike ride, 
and 26.2-mile marathon. But for Minda 
Dentler (MBA ’08), completing this  
grueling triathlon meant so much more 
than bragging rights.

Ms. Dentler, stricken with polio at six 
months old—and abandoned in an 
orphanage in India—has been paralyzed  
in both legs for as long as she can 
remember. Adopted by a family in 
Spokane, Washington, at age three  
and a half, she discovered hand cycling 
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as a young adult, and the sport stoked her 
interest in physical competitions. 

The only female wheelchair athlete to 
have ever completed the Ironman World 
Championship, which she accomplished 
in 2013, Dentler has finished three more 
Ironman triathlons since. Triathlons are  
never an easy feat, especially for Dentler, 
who—although childhood surgeries, along 
with leg braces and crutches, have enhanced  
her mobility—completes all three aspects  
of the race with only her arms.

“Preparing for an Ironman takes about six  
to nine months,” explains Dentler, who 
typically trains between seven and 15 hours 

C L A S S N O T E S

a week and competes in half Ironman 
events as part of her full-distance Ironman 
training regimen.

Dentler uses her experiences to inspire  
others and effect social change. As a  
motivational speaker, she’s delivered a  
TED Talk about the power of perseverance. 
“I have learned more from the times I 
have failed than when I have succeeded,” 
explains the energetic alumna, who  
failed the first time she attempted an 
Ironman. She also works with humanitarian  
organizations to end polio in her native 
India, traveling there in 2015 and personally 
vaccinating children against the disease 
that so drastically impacted her own life.

In her professional life, Dentler currently 
serves as a program director at AIG and 
is proud to have received her MBA from 
Baruch’s Zicklin School of Business, which 
helped her transition her career to finance. 
She lives in NYC with her husband and 
three-year-old daughter and says she 
sometimes has to pinch herself when she 
thinks of how her life has unfolded—and 
the adversity she’s overcome. 

“I really credit having the best group of 
friends I could ask for and a family that 
has supported and encouraged me with 
every new dream, goal, or plan,” she says. 
Her next goal: to complete a half Ironman 
on every continent but Antarctica.

—GREGORY M. LEPORATI
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banking manager and senior vice president 
of business banking at City National 
Bank. He also serves as a board member 
of Book Fairies, a Long Island–based 
nonprofit that accepts donations of  
new and used books for libraries and 

schools throughout 
the metropolitan area. 
Michelle J. DePass 
(MPA ’99) (left) was 
named president 
and CEO of Meyer 

Memorial Trust, among the largest private 
foundations in Oregon. Before this she 
served as dean of the Milano School of 
International Affairs, Management, and 
Urban Policy and Tishman Professor of 
Environmental Policy and Management 
at The New School. Sergey Kraytman 
(’99) was promoted to managing director 
at Goldman Sachs. He has worked with 

Goldman Sachs Asset Management  
since 1999, most recently serving as  
head of risk management and trading  
in the global portfolio solutions group. 

00s  Nicole Carr (MPA ’00) (left) 
is human resources director 

for the California Department of Social 
Services. She previously 
served as assistant deputy 
director in California’s 
Department of Housing 
and Community 
Development and is also 

an author and public speaker. L. Matthew 
Perry (’02) is managing director at LMP 
Real Estate Partner, LLC. Ayris Scales 
(MPA ’03) is now executive director of the 
Office of Partnerships and Grant Services 
within the Executive Office of the Mayor 

Memories of Finals

SAVE
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CELEBRATE OUR LEGACY50 Years
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2018
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As you read this issue of Baruch Alumni 
Magazine, thousands of students are 
recovering from final exams. Honoring 
their herculean efforts, we share some 
alumni responses to a recent Baruch 
Alumni Facebook post (complete with 
photo of an old finals booklet!) soliciting 
memories of challenging College finals.

Flor Villagran (’17): A final I had for COM 4101 Modern Topics of 
Communication. The professor was a tough cookie—smart as can 
be. I was intimidated by her intelligence, her current events skills, her 
debating skills. Maybe it was not hard, but the thought of her made 
me feel pressured to turn on the heat. 

William Henry (’06): Calculus! It still makes me shudder late at night!

Derbi Kotkas (’13): Just seeing this booklet gives  
me chills! All my math exams were really tough!

Dina Mustafaj (’13): Cost accounting. It was  
like the exam wasn’t even in English.  

Wayne Blackman (’95): I actually have a good memory 
of doing well on my history and English finals.

NAME

SUBJECT

INSTRUCTOR

EXAM SEAT NO.                         
        SECTION

DATE                          
                          

 GRADE

Examination Book

Join the conversation and follow Baruch College Alumni on Facebook,  
@BaruchAlumni on Twitter, and @Baruch_Alumni on Instagram!

Luz D. Liebeskind (’85, EMS ’08): I have a great story. I had a financial accounting 
exam one time and had to stay up all night the night before because my cousin, who 
was staying in my house, had contractions before delivering her baby. She never 
made it to the hospital, and the cops delivered the baby in the house. Don’t know 
how I made it through that test with no sleep and the excitement!
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Mauricio Videla (MPA ’09) stood in a San Francisco conference center in early 
2018 humbled and inspired. He had just been honored as a “Top Lawyer 
Under 40” by the Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA)—a validation  

of years of hard work—yet all he could think about was how much more he could do. 

“I was surrounded by distinguished attorneys from coast-to-coast,” Mr. Videla recalls. 
“They’ve all achieved great success as individuals, yet they selflessly act as champions 
of diversity within the legal profession. I left motivated to work even harder.” 

Indeed, Videla has always wanted to do and give more. As a child growing up on Long 
Island, he had very little interest in attending college and simply wanted to give back 
and help others. As time rolled on, though, he realized that only through the classroom 
could he fully embrace his varied passions. Today—three academic degrees later—Videla 
is excelling in a career that weaves together policy, business, and law.

As an attorney for the U.S. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB), he works  
to enforce regulations that deter deceptive and abusive practices involving such  
consumer products and services as credit cards, mortgages, and debt collection.  
“It’s incredibly worthwhile to be able to empower American consumers to take more 
control over their financial lives,” he says.

It’s the perfect career for Videla—and one largely inspired by his time at Baruch. 
When he enrolled in the MPA program at the Marxe School of Public and International 

Affairs, he was working as a banker at Citibank, eager to learn how he 
could expand his career and have a deeper impact in the public sector. 
Inspired by classmates and professors, he found the right career path 
and enrolled in law school shortly after graduation. 

“I was fortunate to learn with, and from, such a diverse group of  
talented professionals,” he says, citing Marxe Dean David 

Birdsell as one of his major Baruch influences. “They 
all continue to inspire me today.” 

—GREGORY M. LEPORATI

Setting the Bar High 
Alumnus Named a Top Lawyer Under 40

of Washington, DC. Matthew A. DelPriore 
(’05) (left) is director of financial planning  

at Fortis Lux Financial, 
a boutique wealth  
management firm  
in NYC. He also  
serves on a pro bono 
committee of the 

Financial Planning Association of NY, 
teaching financial literacy to individuals 
and families throughout the city. Warren  
E. Haynes (MSEd ’05) (below), a director 
at the University of Central Missouri,  
was named one of 14 fellows with the 
Thomas Lakin Institute for Mentored 

Leadership. The Lakin 
Institute is sponsored  
by the Presidents’ 
Round Table of  
African-American 
CEOs of Community 

Colleges. In February Deborah Mack 
(MPA ’05) became the COO for the U.S. 
Virgin Islands Hurricane Recovery and 
Resilience Taskforce. Through a Class  
Act gift by Vadim R. Verkhoglyad (’06),  
the Honors Study Room located at 137 
East 25th Street was officially named  
the Vadim Verkhoglyad Honors Study 
Room. Joselyn Muhleisen (’07) (right), 
a lecturer at Baruch’s 
Marxe School of Public 
and International 
Affairs, participated in  
a Marxe Issues Breakfast 
event entitled “The 
Geopolitical Stakes of American Trade 
Policy and the Impact on U.S. National 
Security.” The panel featured Michael 
Froman, former trade representative  
for President Barack Obama. Robert 
Pauley III (’08) is the owner of WELTHE 
Guy, LLC, a lifestyle services company 
specializing in custom suits and coats, 
photography, and “corporate perception 
styling.” Brian Blake (MBA ’09) served 
as an expert panelist at Baruch’s Zicklin 
Graduate Career Management Center’s  
fall fireside chat “Green Real Estate  
and Impact Investing.” He is the vice 
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From Social Media to Social Change
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Remember MySpace? 
Tsvetta Kaleynska (EMPA ’15) certainly does. 

Back in the late 2000s, Ms. Kaleynska—then 
a teenager living in her native Bulgaria—was 
browsing the once-popular social media  
platform when she stumbled across the profile 
of a young countrywoman enrolled in a U.S. 
college on a scholarship. It inspired her. 

“I realized that my dreams, which had 
seemed unrealistic at the time, were actually 
quite attainable,” she recalls. Kaleynska 
immediately applied, successfully, for her 
own scholarship to study in the U.S. 

Social media continues to play a major role  
in her life to this day. She’s global accounts 
director for Brandwatch, an intelligence 
and analytics company that helps Fortune 
500 clients develop social strategies. “We 
analyze a wealth of metrics and data to help 
companies shift their brand strategies and 
learn about competitors,” she explains.  
“It’s an exciting industry to work in because 
it’s changing every day.” The alumna has 
established herself as a social media author-
ity in Bulgaria, publishing a book on the 
subject, whose title translates to #TheQueen: 
Social Media. 

president of global sustainable finance at 
Morgan Stanley.

10s  For the second year in a row, 
the San Diego 

Business Journal named 
Ashok Kamal (MBA ’10) 
(right) one of the city’s 
500 Most Influential 
Business Leaders. He is 
executive director at Tech Coast Angels. 
After working in finance for more than 
five years, Reuel Matthew (’10, MS ’11) 
founded Egami, a fashion company  
specializing in custom tailoring. As a 

But Kaleynska’s talents and interests 
go well beyond social strategy. She’s a 
model (crowned Miss Bulgaria Diaspora 
USA 2010); a contributor and reporter 
on Bulgarian television; a philanthropist, 
volunteering for the Peace Corps’ Girls 
Leading Our World (GLOW) initiative; and 
a policy wonk, having earned an Executive 
MPA at Baruch’s Marxe School of Public 
and International Affairs. 

Now also a proud green card holder, 
Kaleynska, who has called New York City 
home for 10 years, plans to share her own 
story, using her policy background from 
Baruch to dive deep into such topics as 
immigration and female empowerment. 

“When I was younger, it wasn’t expected 
that all girls would achieve higher edu-
cation,” she notes. “But programs like 
GLOW—and my own college experience—
taught me that I can realize my dreams. 
Simply put, it’s why I love America and 
love giving back.”

—GREGORY M. LEPORATI

student, he was an active member in 
Baruch’s student chapter of the National 
Association of Black Accountants. Carl 
Schmidt (MS ’10) teamed with current 
students Harish Reddy (’18) and Thomas 
Maltese (’20) to earn 
second-place honors at 
the inaugural Baruch 
Alumni-Student Trading 
Competition in March. 
Both students earned a 
Baruch scholarship of $750. Charles A. 
Archer (EMPA ’11) (above) is the author of 
Everybody Paddles: A Leader’s Blueprint for 
Creating a Unified Team (Greenleaf, 2014), 

which outlines how to build company 
consensus and develop effective behavioral 
dynamics within organizations. He is 
co-founder and CEO of The THRIVE 
Network, a community-based organization 
that assists people with disabilities. Daniel  
Egan (MBA ’11), vice president and head 
of sustainability and utilities at Vornado 
Realty, spoke at the Zicklin Graduate 
Career Management Center’s fireside chat 
“Green Real Estate and Impact Investing.” 
Linda S. Green (EMPA ’11) is the vice  
president of facilities and environmental 
services at Queens Library, the public 

continued on next page
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IN  MEMORIAM
Jesse Sank ’39
Saul H. Haimowitz ’40
 *David (Cohen) Rabois ’40
Robert M. Eichler ’41
Walter Hess ’41
Irving Adler ’42
David J. Greenberg ’42
Dora A. Kelenson ’42
Abraham Badian ’43
Harry B. Miller ’43
Eugene L. Pacun ’43
Leonard Srebnick ’43
Beatrice (Avner) Shavit ’45
Miriam (Rubin) Sprung ’45
Paul Breslow ’47
Albert Lemer ’47
Sidney Krumholz ’48
Arthur N. Musen ’48
 *Alan L. Scharff ’48
Daniel S. Sterling ’48
Perry S. Ury ’48
William E. Greiner ’49
Arthur Levine ’49
Carl S. Pivor ’49
George Sacks ’49, MBA ’53
Ely Drogin ’50
Cynthia E. Golbe ’50, MBA ’76

Hyman R. Hirsch ’50
Theresa F. (Chieffi) Ryan ’50
Martin H. Shore ’50
Leonard A. Tureff ’50
Leo Borg ’51
Phyllis (Kirsh) Gross ’51
William S. Poterba ’51
Louis A. Valenta ’51
Philip G. Radlauer ’52
Anthony V. Scarola ’52
Seymour Yegelwel ’52
Harold H. Glantz ’53, MBA ’64
Marvin M. Orenstein ’53
Marilyn (Pollack) Stern ’53
Ralph Slivka ’54
Marilyn E. LaMarche-Mandell ’55
F. Ellis Leigh ’55
Frank V. Scuderi ’55
Robert E. Walter ’55
Edward Brutman ’56, MBA ’62
Carl Makower ’56
Edward Slater ’56
Robert Whitman ’56
Arno Rowen ’57
Melvyn I. Weiss ’57
Donald S. Germain ’58
Mario Incalicchio ’58

Marvin A. Kaufman ’58
 *John V. Restuccio ’58, MBA ’75
Frank Rothman MBA ’58
Marvin W. Kornfeld ’59
Seymour L. Storch ’59
Martin F. Kaplan ’60
Charles G. Slepian ’60
Alan D. Yohalem ’60
Michael J. Ahern ’61
Nick Nicholas ’61, MBA ’69
Rudolph M. Rimanich ’61
Howard Rosenthal MBA ’61
Gerald Schultz ’61
John W. Trinkaus MBA ’61
Stanley R. Hittman ’62, MBA ’71
Leonard H. Schreier ’62
Alfred B. Cacchioli ’63
Arnold I. Gittell ’64
Robert M. Snyder ’64
Jack Kopec ’66, MBA ’69
Anthony J. Pulgrano ’68
Charles Berger ’69, MBA ’73
Frank V. Esser ’69
Kenneth Keller ’69
Robert G. Szeligowski ’69
Neil Zagelbaum ’69, MBA ’76
Michael S. Kaufman ’70

Frances A. (Sheridan) MacDonald ’71
Jean L. Mouscardy ’71, MBA ’73
Elliott M. Roth ’71
Joseph J. Navarro ’72
Max E. Zavanelli ’72
John Maguire ’73
Charles E. Shepard ’74
Leonard Eisenstein MBA ’75
Glenn Spielman MBA ’75
Bruce F. Gilpatrick ’77
Paul E. Pohlman MBA ’77
Jeanne (Kaufmann) Mastandrea ’78
Welton D. Southwell ’79
Elliot Hirshon ’81
Peggy L. Holt-Wilson ’82
Paul S. Owings ’82
Bernadette Clark ’84
Josephine Bartolo ’86
Celene F. Ross ’87
William R. Vanvort ’90
Denise Potter ’92
Richard T. Jennings ’06
Joy L. Pak EMPA ’08
Audrey Weiner MSEd ’08
Leonard J. Sadosky MBA ’13

*Benchmark Society member

Class Notes are provided to our readers on an “AS IS” basis. 
Baruch College/The City University of New York does not make 
any warranties, express or implied, regarding the items included 
and disclaims any and all liability or responsibility for the content 
thereof and any direct, indirect, or consequential damages related 
to, or arising from, the use of the information.
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library system for the borough of Queens. 
Beth Heslowitz (MPA ’11) (left) married 

Matthew Hayes in 
Florida in early 2018. 
The two reside in 
San Francisco and 
attended a Baruch in 
San Francisco alumni 

networking event in November. Ciara 
Ginyard (MPA ’12) is now the director 
of development at Brandeis University’s 

Brandeis International Business School. 
Manuel Castro (MPA ’14), executive 
director of New Immigrant Community 
Empowerment (NICE), headlined the 
Spring 2018 Lillie and Nathan Ackerman 
Lecture on Equality and Justice, “The 
Dreamer and the Day Laborer: Two Faces  
of the Immigrants’ Rights Movement.” 
Boris Godin (’14) created his own 
startup—Concept Key, an innovation 
lab—and landed his first client in fall 

2017. He also writes a blog to instruct 
young entrepreneurs about people skills,  
which he considers the most important 
concept in business. Marisa Rizzuti  
(MPA ’17) joined UNICEF USA as  
a planned giving associate. 

WE WELCOME YOUR SUBMISSIONS! Contact: Office of Alumni Relations, Baruch College/CUNY,  
One Bernard Baruch Way, Box A-1603, New York, NY 10010-5585. Or email alumni@baruch.cuny.edu.

The society honors individuals who have included Baruch College in their wills or trust, used retirement 
fund assets or life insurance to make a gift, or established life income gifts that benefit the College. In so 
doing, members have chosen to support Baruch beyond their lifetimes as Bernard Baruch did himself. 

Please contact Jessica Leitner at 646-660-6074 or jessica.leitner@baruch.cuny.edu to learn more.

ABOUT THE BENCHMARK SOCIETY
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Look at Us Now . . .
Curious about what’s changed since  
your last visit to Baruch? If you’re 
in the neighborhood and would like 
to come by for a tour, please contact 
the Office of Alumni Relations. 

. . . & Then
Do you have pictures from your 
time at Baruch? Please share them 
with us. We would love to add them 
to our archives.

Office of Alumni Relations  
Baruch College/CUNY  
One Bernard Baruch Way  
Box A-1603  
New York, NY 10010-5585 
646-660-6097 
alumni@baruch.cuny.edu 

You’re Part of  

BARUCH’S  
STORY
Baruch College values its history. (We love this  
student illustration of 17 Lex from the 1948 Lexicon, 
for example.) But that doesn’t mean we’re not always 
striving to improve. Several projects are currently 
underway to enhance the experiences of students 
and the wider Baruch community, including: 

RENOVATION OF THE FIELD BUILDING at
17 Lexington Avenue (aka 17 Lex, UCLA) –  
The multiphase project includes new elevators  
(yes, you heard it here!), a street-level lobby,  
and a new black box theater. 

BEAUTIFICATION OF THE CLIVNER=FIELD PLAZA on  
25th Street – Between Lexington and Third Avenues,  
the plaza is becoming a welcoming outdoor space  
for students and neighbors alike, featuring pavers  
with well wishes from generations of alumni.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE ALLEN G. AND  
MARY E. AARONSON STUDENT CENTER
Occupying the lower level of the historic U.S. Post  
Office on 23rd Street, the center will provide students  
with a long-awaited dedicated space to congregate,  
relax, study, and host club meetings.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Make a Difference.
Did an experienced executive ever guide you through the  
unknown? Counsel you in overcoming a business challenge?  
Inspire you to achieve more than you thought possible?  
Or simply provide encouragement?

If so, pay it forward. If not, please consider becoming the mentor  
you wish you’d had and help Baruch continue the mentorship cycle!  
We mentor undergraduate and graduate students in all fields of study.  

We invite you to “return home” and join our growing community  
of EOC mentors. We have short- and long-term programs  
designed to fit your schedule. 

Become an EOC Mentor. 

For more information: 
Visit: baruch.edu/EOC  
Email: ExecutivesOnCampus@baruch.cuny.edu
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